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THE $45 MILLION
BRIDGE BUNDLE
Big Plans: The Shaw
brothers build a legacy

B O B C AT. C O M

Maine’s Contractor
of Choice

THE NEW BOBCAT E145 EXCAVATOR IS ALL YOU.

The E145 is the biggest excavator in the
Bobcat equipment lineup, delivering
unbeatable performance and productivity
for difficult jobs while retaining great
maneuverability. This powerful machine
delivers leading lift capacity and
impressive reach. Combined with a
large-frame Bobcat loader, it will give
you exceptional jobsite productivity.
®

Authorized Bobcat Dealers:

JORDAN EQUIPMENT CO.
18 Blackstrap Road
W. Falmouth, ME
207-797-2240

35 Dave’s Way
Hermon, ME
207-848-9036

www.jordanequipment.com

PARTS · SERVICE · SALES · RENTAL

Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the United States and various other countries.
©2020 Bobcat Company. All rights reserved.

For over 100 years, Northeast Paving has literally paved the way for
hundreds of projects that have shaped the landscape of Maine. From
large interstate highways to small commercial site development, Northeast
Paving employees perform with pride and creativity. Northeast Paving is
proud to be a part of this area's history and development, and a partner in
Maine’s future.
Learn more at www.HubbardGroup.com
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The Rowley Agency, Inc. is proud
to announce five new additions to our
Team of Insurance Professionals:
New Benefits Department team members:
Asphalt

Reliable supply, close to home
Justin Clutter comes to The

Rowley Agency after graduating
from
Assumption
College
and working in Finance &
Auditing since graduating.

Matt Labbe is a graduate

of UNH and has worked in
Underwriting for UNUM, Liberty
and Lincoln Financial.

Tim Truncellito is a graduate

of St. Paul’s School and
Wesleyan University and has
been a part of Truncellito & Davis for 10 years.

New Commercial Insurance Department team members:
Jonathan Watkins is a graduate of Kent State University and
has been with Grange Mutual
and more recently Cincinnati
Insurance, performing several
roles including Underwriting and
Field Marketing.

Tyler Halstead is a graduate

of Keene State College and
was with AmTrust North
America, with roles and experience in Loss Control and
Underwriting.

“The Rowley Agency, Inc., continues to find top
talent to grow our organization to better serve
the companies we partner with. We are pleased
to have these individuals join our team and work
towards building on the success that the
Rowley Agency has had for over 50 years!”
– Daniel R. Duhamel,
Vice President

As the largest supplier of asphalt in New England and
Atlantic Canada, you can count on us for the products you
need, the quality you expect and the people you trust.
To learn more, call us at 1.866.865.8800 or email IOCCustomerSupport@irvingoil.com
DE17-180 Asphalt reliable supply ad V2.indd 1

2017-07-19 9:26 AM

When it comes to Maine’s economy,
there’s no substitute for built progress.
Whether we’re breaking ground for a new industrial facility, a
major highway or airport, an elementary school or landfill site,
the earthmoving professionals at SARGENT CORPORATION
know that every successful project is a step forward for Maine.
Count on SARGENT CORPORATION to meet the demands of
your next project with dedication, enthusiasm, and a sense
of mission that you only get from people who truly love what
they do.

...an Assurex Global Partner
INSURANCE • BONDS • BENEFITS
4
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1-800-238-3840
www.rowleyagency.com

Main Office: 378 Bennoch Road, P.O. Box 435, Stillwater, ME 04489 |

| sargent-corp.com | Phone: (207) 827-4435 | Fax: (207) 827-6150
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Irvin Smith, MBTA President

GET THE
JOB DONE.

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President
IRVIN SMITH
H.O. Bouchard, Inc.
Vice President
TONY GRANDE
VHB
2nd Vice President
ERIC RITCHIE
Sargent Corporation
Secretary-Treasurer
MICHELLE IBARGUEN
Cross Insurance
Immediate Past President
PAUL BRADBURY
Portland International Jetport

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

You’re building a successful business. You don’t have time to mess around with
mediocre. Get the job done with powerful, dependable, & innovative heavy machines
that work as hard as you do and are backed by ProCare, the best warranty in the industry.

GET THE JOB DONE.

SINCE 1842

www.beauregardequip.com

NEW
LOCATION!
Scarborough, ME
14 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-885-0600

Bangor, ME
59 Contractor Dr.
Hermon, ME 04401
207-848-2050

Presque Isle, ME
260 Missile St.
Presque Isle, ME 04769
207-498-3196

Knox, ME
3 Knox Ridge S.
Knox, ME 04986
207-568-3245

Visit us today at www.beauregardequip.com | 877-666-0580 | Find us on Facebook
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Bangor International Airport
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Androscoggin Bank
TIMOTHY FOLSTER
Old Town
ALAN GOULD
HD Supply/A.H. Harris
JASON GRIFFITHS
Pike Industries
BRENT HARTLEY
Brent K. Hartley, CPA
LARRY HUTCHINS
Bitumar, Inc.
JEREMY JORDAN
Chadwick-BaRoss, Inc.
DANA KNAPP
Concord Coach Lines
PAUL KOZIELL
CPM Constructors
TREVOR KRAUS
Irving Oil Terminals, Inc.
RODNEY LANE
Eurovia Atlantic Coast, LLC
ROLAND LAVALLEE
HNTB Corporation
BRUCE MANZER
Anson
HON. THOMAS MARTIN, JR.
Greene
IAN MESSIER
Crooker Construction LLC
MIKE O’BRIEN
The Rowley Agency, Inc.
BRIAN RAYMOND
Dirigo Materials
STEPHEN SAWYER
Sebago Technics, Inc.
JASMINE STROUT
Green International Affliliates, Inc.
PAT SUGHRUE
Cianbro Corporation
CONRAD WELZEL
Saco
JON WHITED
Whited Peterbilt of Maine, Inc.
ERIK WIBERG
R.W. Gillespie & Associates, Inc.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MARIA FUENTES
Augusta

We can do it!

I

n spite of the constant turmoil of recent
times, I keep thinking about how our
industry has consistently stepped up. In
fact, I’ve been thinking about this since the
first time I spoke to you as president of
MBTA, at our annual meeting in July.
Even back then, almost four months into
the pandemic, every day seemed to bring more
surprises and more uncertainty as we tried to
figure out what was going on and what to do
about it, to learn from what we were doing
wrong and to build on what we were doing
right. Would Maine continue to lead the
country in slowing the coronavirus’s spread?
Would opening the state up to tourism help
to jumpstart our economy again? Following
guidelines set by the Maine CDC, would we
be able to beat back the virus and begin to
experience a sense of normalcy again?
By summer’s end, we were closing in on
answers to some of those uncertainties.
No question, masking and physical distance
have helped keep the coronavirus at bay and,
in our industry, we have been lucky to avoid
major outbreaks at job sites and in our offices
through the state.
Tourism did rebound —but not as much as
any of us would have liked. Traffic on the Maine
Turnpike was down by 16.5 percent in August
compared to 2019. Still, that was a remarkable
rebound considering that turnpike traffic was
down by 54 percent in April when Maine and
the country was experiencing the first wave of
coronavirus cases.
MaineDOT traffic numbers show a stronger
recovery of the in-state economy. Traffic on
state roads in the second week of October was
down only by 8.9 percent over 2010 after falling
by more than 50 percent in the early weeks of
the pandemic. (Nevertheless, MaineDOT is
anticipating a $40 million decrease in revenues
this year.)
For some Mainers, the outlook has been
brightening. Employment statistics this fall
showed that construction and transportation
were among the industries in Maine that had
nearly recovered to their pre-pandemic levels
of employment. Others, including the leisure
and hospitality industries, are still facing
challenges.

“No
question,
masking
and physical
distance have
helped keep
the coronavirus at
bay and, in
our industry,
we have been
lucky to avoid
major outbreaks at job
sites and in
our offices
through the
state.”
Maybe the least obvious surprise is just how
good we have become at adapting. Who would
have thought we would get so good at Zoom
meetings (not that a meeting isn’t still a meeting), or that we could organize a virtual cruise
and auction (November 19) or hold a virtual
Maine Transportation Conference (December
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2020 MAINE TRAILS
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1-3), all the while keeping the lines of commuto sponsor the Virtual Auction & Scholarship
communities and to support young people
nication, collaboration and innovation open for
Cruise and all of our members who bought
starting out in the field of transportation.
the professionals in our field?
Super Raffle tickets to help support the
Thank you so much for your support.
I know all of this uncertainty is not fun, but
MBTA Educational Foundation scholarship
I also would like to thank everyone who
it’s something we have to continue to come to
fund. Because of the coronavirus, we have had
participated in the Silent and Live Auctions.
terms with, as we have been, by stepping up,
to do things a little differently this year, but
Those are essential fundraisers for the MBTA’s
by changing and growing, by adapting and by
that hasn’t stopped any of us from stepping
Infrastructure Development Fund and central
reminding ourselves in the words of Lenny
up to support the MBTA’s mission to improve
to our core mission.
Kravitz by way of Yogi Berra, “It ain’t over
transportation for Maine’s economy and its
Also, I hope you were able to attend the
‘til it’s over.” Or as MaineDOT
70th Maine Transportation
Commissioner Bruce Van Note
Conference that was held
put it recently in a more handsvirtually December 1-3. MBTA
on way, “It’s time to MacGyver.“
worked closely with our
The cultural reference here
co-presenters MaineDOT and
is Angus “Mac” MacGyver, the
the Maine Section ASCE to put
hero of the 1980s TV series
together a great program. Even
MacGyver. Give him a paper
though this event was virtual,
straw and a ball of string and
the three-day agenda was
he could perform brain surpacked with great technical
gery. We need to channel some
and policy discussions, as well
of that ingenuity and innovaas HNTB’s Trivia Networking
tion to keep Maine’s economy
Happy Hour! One member
and its transportation system
wrote that he actually liked the
going. And besides Mac, who’s
format because he got to view
more hands on than the people
both the technical and policy
who make up the MBTA!
discussions.
Finally, I also am reminded
Did you miss something
of the old WW II era poster of
you wanted to sit in on or do
Rosie the Riveter who remindyou want to revisit one of
Due to the coronavirus outbreak and meeting
ed us that “We can do it!”
the sessions you did attend?
restrictions that are likely to continue in coming
We CAN do it, but just as
Conference registrants can
months, the MBTA board of directors may change our
we did in the 1940s, we all will
view the recorded sessions
need to make some sacrifices.
at mbtaonline.org/maine2021 meeting schedule. So stay tuned! Meanwhile, we
But I am certain of this: we will
transportation-conference/
hope you have a safe and healthy holiday season. We
come out stronger and better in
sessions/.
are so grateful our members are so very supportive and
the end.
Finally, I hope that you and
engaged in the work we do to make transportation in
I would like to thank all of
your loved ones are safe and
Maine safer and more efficient.
our members who stepped up
well. n

MBTA
CALENDAR
SEE YOU IN 2021

For information about MBTA events, go to the
Events tab at MBTAonline.org

A NOTE TO OUR MEMBERS:

Serving Maine for
more than 30 years

www.vhb.com

Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers
500 Southborough Drive
Suite 105B
South Portland, ME 04106
207.889.3150

VHB’s roadway, structural,
traffic, environmental, and land
development professionals
deliver solutions that help
Maine thrive.
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ONRAMP
A DIGEST OF RECENT TRANSPORTATION NEWS

Charging
ahead

T
Urban bike boom

W

ith transit ridership down during the pandemic, urban residents have
turned to bicycles for getting around, according to a story in CityLab. The
news site looked at data from Strava, a fitness tracking app used by 68
million users worldwide. That data showed several U.S. cities have seen
a remarkable spike in bike trips in 2020, as well as an increase in cyclists

using the app.
Strava noted that four cities saw a major change in cycling during the past year. In
Houston, where just .5 percent of the city’s residents biked before the pandemic, cycling
was up by 138 percent. In Los Angeles, where only 1 percent biked to work in 2019,
cycling trips rose by 93 percent. The Strava data showed that New York saw an 80 percent
increase in its July cycling trips versus one year earlier. Chicago saw an increase of 34
percent in July 2020.
The numbers reflect all cycling trips by Strava users in these cities, including commute,
exercise and leisure. While the app is best known as a tool for fitness enthusiasts, a
spokesperson for Strava Metro said users are increasingly logging trips to work, school,
errands, health care facilities and other essential destinations. CityLab reported that
research by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control comparing Strava users who track their
bike and walking commutes on the app to U.S. Census Bureau commuter data has found
that Strava is a reliable indicator of how the broader population moves.
Strava Metro announced in September that it is making its cycling data free to urban
planners in hopes of boosting cycling worldwide. n

FMI: To learn more, visit metro.strava.com.

el Aviv-Jaffa wants to be the
world’s first city with a network of recharging roads. The
municipality has announced it
is on track to roll out a road that
can charge electric vehicles as they drive.
The pilot project, due to start shortly,
will incorporate 2,000 feet of roadway
along an existing bus route. The vehicle
to be charged will be an electric bus with
a special battery. The technology comes
from an Israeli company, ElectReon.
If the Tel Aviv pilot is successful, more
roads will be equipped with the belowsurface technology, making Tel Aviv-Jaffa
the first city in the world to widely roll out
the technology.
The technology is being tested
elsewhere, as well. In Sweden, ElectReon
has installed a 1.6 kilometer (one mile)
electric stretch used by a bus and a truck
on the 4.1 kilometer (2.5 mile) route
between the airport and town center of
Visby on Gotland Island. At the end of this
year, the company is set to install the first
wireless electric road system in Germany,
in Karlsruhe in the country’s southwest.
Electric roads do away with the need for
recharging stations for electric vehicles.
A system of copper coils is laid beneath
the asphalt to transfer energy from the
electricity grid to the road and to manage
communication with approaching
vehicles.
Receivers are installed on the floor
of the vehicles to transmit the energy
directly to the engine and the battery
while the vehicles are on the go.
Communication with all management
units and all registered vehicles is via
cloud technology. n
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Made to Order. Made to Last.

HEAVY DUTY PLATFORM

RUGGED | DEPENDABLE | LONG-LASTING
The HEWS Task-Master heavy duty platforms are engineered
and constructed to be the strongest and most durable
platforms ever built for a truck. Ideal for building supply
companies, material handlers, equipment haulers, highway
departments, pipe haulers...all heavy hauling jobs!

STRUCTURAL STEEL COMPONENTS
CONTINUOUSLY WELDED SEAMS

BODY LENGTHS:

WIDTHS AVAILABLE:

10’ - 26’ 96” / 102”
Standard Features |
•
•
•
•
•
•

6” Structural Steel Longitudinals
4” Structured Steel Channel Crossmembers (12” on Center)
Gussets on Alternate Cross Members
6” x 4” x 3/8” Angle Side & End Rails
1-3/4” Maine Golden Oak Deck
Steel Framed Headboard
6” x 4” x 3/8” Outside Verticals w/ Load Ears
11 GA Solid Steel Lower; Heavy Duty Flattened Mesh Upper

•
•
•

I.C.C. Lights, Reflectors & Bumper
Mud Flaps
Painted BLACK & Undercoated

* Selection of body and chassis CA dimension must keep within
load restrictions of Gross Axle Weight Rating (GAW) and Gross
Vehicle Weight Rating (GVW) for total vehicle.

Preferred Options |

By Glenn Adams

UCTURA
TR

S

Under Body Slider Track & Hook Rail
Winch Binder w/ Straps
Tie Rail w/ Stake Pockets
Pull-out Step w/ Grab Handle
Under Body Tool or Dunnage Boxes
Smooth Steel or Treadplate Deck
Reinforcement for Crane or Fork Truck Mounting
Hydraulic Hoists & Liftgates

L

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

190 Rumery Street, South Portland, Maine 04106 | 4 Ryan Road, Bow, New Hampshire 03304

1.800.234.4397 | www.hewsco.com
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MaineDOT tackles the
largest bundle contract
in its history with the help
of Cianbro and a hardworking crew of
subcontractors

R

eplacing a bridge is challenging enough. Now multiply that
by eight and get the job done on one of Maine's busiest traffic
corridors.
That's the work plan being tackled by Cianbro, lead
contractor for the $44.8 million Hampden Bridge Bundle
Project, which is underway and will last for two more years.
“It's a complex project in that it's in a corridor with lots of traffic,”
said Pat Sughrue, assistant general manager of infrastructure at Cianbro
Corporation. With Cianbro's half dozen or so key subcontractors, there
are upwards of 50 workers on the job at times, said Sughrue.
The multiple-bridge replacement is the largest bundle project the
Maine Department of Transportation (MaineDOT) has done.
The design-build project involves removal of existing bridges, and

The
$45
million
bridge
bundle
design and construction of eight full replacement bridges along a
four-mile stretch of Interstate 95 in Hampden. Also included is the
rehabilitation of a ninth bridge along that stretch of interstate.
MaineDOT says the bridges are more than 60 years old and at the
end of their useful lives. To reduce future maintenance needs, the new
bridges will include non-corrosive materials.

TWO LANES OPEN
The contract calls for maintaining two lanes of traffic on the busy
I-95 in each direction to keep things moving. To accomplish this,
four temporary bridges and median diversions have been or are being
installed.
Median work to accommodate detoured traffic started in February
and was to continue through the rest of 2020. Most of the northbound
bridge work is expected to be completed in 2021, and southbound
bridge work will be completed the following year, the state Department
of Transportation said. DOT's timeline called for construction of all four
of the temporary bridges in 2020.
The temporary bridges are provided by Acrow Bridge, a 60-year-old
international company that makes pre-engineered bridges for vehicle,
train, military and pedestrian use. The modular steel bridges are used
frequently for temporary spans, said Richard Crawford, director of the
Bureau of Project Development for DOT.
The department said it expects traffic impacts will be minimal
throughout the duration of the project by keeping two lanes moving
at all possible times. The estimated completion date of the project is
November 30, 2022.
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2020 MAINE TRAILS
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CIANBRO

TASKMASTER

Traffic speeds across a temporary bridge, one
of three new crossings being constructed over
Souadabscook Stream.

Maine’s Off-Site Human Resource Department.
Servicing the Blue-Collar Industry Statewide from
Production to Construction and everything in between.
Call any of our 5 locations for more information & quote.
BREWER:
:
41 Acme Road, ME 04412
800-947-2166 / 207-989-1990
207-989-1978 Fax
GORHAM:
358 Main Street, ME 04038
207-839-5060
207-839-9060 Fax
SANFORD
15 Daigle Lane, Ste. 104, ME 04073
207-206-7290
207-206-7291 Fax
SKOWHEGAN:
91 Madison Avenue, ME 04976
207-474-5900
207-474-5994 Fax
TURNER:
1355 Auburn Road, ME 04282
207-225-5627 / 207-225-5629 Fax

LARGE, NOT UNIQUE
Services

New England Offices

• Land Surveying/Aerial
Mapping & Laser Scanning
• Planning, Environmental &
Traffic
• Highway, Rail, Airport &
Maritime Design

• Eliot, ME
• Yarmouth, ME
• Manchester, NH
• Merrimack, NH
• Boston, MA

• Bridge Design & Inspection

• Worcester, MA

• Construction Management &
Inspection

• Needham, MA

• Energy Services

• Warwick, RI

• Glastonbury, CT

“It’s a complex project in
that it’s in a corridor with
lots of traffic,” said Pat
Sughrue, assistant
general manager of
infrastructure at Cianbro
Corporation. With
Cianbro’s half dozen or so
key subcontractors, there
are upwards of 50
workers on the job at
times, said Sughrue.
Laying the foundation for the new bridges at the
Souadabscook Stream crossing.

www.wsp.com

Maine_Trails_Ad_2020.indd 1

Bundling of projects is not unique, MaineDOT's Crawford said. The
department typically bundles multiple paving preservation projects
into a single project.
“We also do this with bridge painting projects. The Hampden bundle
is the largest we have done and is multiple bridge replacements. The
benefits are lower prices due to economy of scale. It allows maximum
use and efficiency of staff. With this Hampden bundle, the bridges are
very similar in nature, which allows for reductions in cost and time in
design and construction, as it gives the opportunity to use the relative
same design at multiple locations,” said Crawford.
Planning and design for the bundle of projects were started in July
2017, Crawford said. The MaineDOT issued a request for proposals

in June 2019. No
property acquisition
process was necessary
because the bridges
are on the interstate
highway system, he
noted.
As a design-build
project, the contractor
oversees the design
and construction of
the entire project,
DOT said. Designbuild also allows
construction to begin
be fore the entire
design is complete.
MaineDOT calls
design-build “a costeffective model that
allows for faster
project completion
than traditional
construction methods.”
In order to build
the median roadway
and bridges, there are
times that interstate
travel lanes are
reduced to one lane
either northbound,
southbound, or both.
MaineDOT and
the contractor were

7/28/2020 10:31:52 AM

GOT NEWS?
Send story ideas to MaineTrails@MBTAonline.org or call 207-622-0526.
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CIANBRO

We Provide Innovative Solutions
For Engineering Challenges

The eight bridge replacements are happening on both the northbound
and southbound sides of the interstate at four sites between Exits 174
and 180. Three of these bridge pairs cross the Souadabscook Stream and
one pair crosses Emerson Mill Road and the Central Maine & Quebec
Railway.
Because the bridges over the Souadabscook Stream will be single-span
structures, there is no need for supporting piers in the water, MaineDOT
said.
The bridge rehabilitation involved in this project is happening at the
Exit 180 off-ramp on Cold Brook Road over I-95. That work involves
pier substructure rehabilitation.
Once the diversions have been constructed, the northbound traffic
will be moved to the median roadway while the northbound bridges are
under construction. When the new northbound bridges are complete,
northbound traffic will move onto the new bridges, and southbound
traffic will move to the median roadway while construction occurs on
the southbound bridges. After the southbound bridges are complete,
southbound traffic will move onto the new bridges, and removal of the
median roadways and bridges will begin, MaineDOT explained.
Actual work started in February and the diversions began July 22.

S U R E T Y
S.W.COLE Explorations is changing the
drilling experience in New England.
With our dedication to professionalism,
timeliness, and safety, S.W. Cole Explorations
knows how to provide an improved experience
for our clients when it comes to geotechnical
and environmental test borings.

BUILDING WINNING
PARTNERSHIPS FOR A
LIFETIME.

We provide you with
the bonding you need
for a smooth road
to success.

Learn more at
www.crosssurety.com

Professionalism

Safety

High Production Rate

www.swcolex.com
1-855-SWC-DRIL
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Cross Surety, Inc.
485 Main St
Lewiston, ME 04240
207-786-6750

Prepping for demolition of
one of the three northbound
Souadabscook Stream bridges.

monitoring traffic daily to best adjust the days and times for the lane
closures and prevent delays. Overall, the idea is to sequence the work
in order to keep traffic moving as normally as possible, said Sughrue.
“Our goal would be to do four northbound bridges at a time, then
switch over traffic and do the southbound bridges,” Sughrue said.

MINIMAL DISRUPTION
Traffic disruption in Hampden itself has been minimal, according to
Paula Scott, town manager for the community of about 7,300.
“Hampden sees these repairs as a benefit to the region for the sake
of the public that traverse these roads daily on their way to work and
school,” said Scott. “It often appears as though much of the funds that
voters approve for roads and bridges get utilized elsewhere, so it is nice
to see some needed repairs being taken care of in this area.”
“We have not found much of a disruption, other than what one would
normally expect when there is any type of road construction occurring.
MaineDOT and its subcontractors have been extremely responsive to
us as a town by providing updates on road closures, one-lane traffic,
detours or any other pertinent information that we need to get out to
our residents," Scott said.
The schedule as outlined by MaineDOT called for pouring all six
temporary stream bridge abutments and finishing installation of preload at Center and West Bridge, in May. Then the plan is to launch the
east and west temporary bridges in June.
July's schedule called for launching of the center temporary bridge, and
paving and diversion of east northbound traffic on temporary diversions.
August work was demolition of the existing east northbound bridge, and
beginning new east northbound bridge abutment work.
That was followed by paving and diverting west northbound traffic on
temporary diversions in September. October's schedule called for paving
and diversion of center northbound traffic on temporary diversions,
launching Emerson Mills Road temporary bridge and finishing new
east northbound abutments and beginning setting structural steel.

FOCUS ON BRIDGES
November's schedule has included paving and diversion of Emerson
Mills Road northbound traffic on temporary bridges and demolition
of the existing northbound bridge. Demolition of existing center
northbound bridge is set for December.
The Hampden I-95 project is one of several bridge projects underway
or in design stages across the state. MaineDOT lists:

Social distancing on the work site. The
project has had as many as four dozen
crew members on the project at one
time.

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

The Route 9-Interstate 395 connector, which was in final design
stages in October;
Replacement of the Ohio Street bridge over I-95 in Bangor, which
was reopened with construction winding down in October;
Replacement of the Maine Avenue and U.S. Route 201 bridges in
Gardiner, due for completion by the end of 2020;
Replacement of the Madawaska-Edmundston International Bridge,
which was set to be advertised in late 2020. Actual construction
could take place in 2021;
Replacement of the Veranda Street (U.S. 201) Bridge in Portland.
Due to its deterioration, replacement has been recommended;
Replacement of northbound and southbound I-295 single span
bridge over Veranda Street;
Piscataqua River I-95 bridge improvements, ongoing.

The bridges in the Hampden Bundle Project include:
I-95 southbound bridge over Emerson Mills Road and Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad;
■
I-95 northbound bridge over Emerson Mills Road;
■
Souadabscook Center, northbound over Souadabscook Stream;
■
Souadabscook Center, southbound over Souadabscook Stream
■
Souadabscook East, northbound bridge over Souadabscook Stream;
■
Souadabscook East, southbound bridge over Souadabscook Stream;
■
Souadabscook West, northbound bridge over Souadabscook Stream;
■
Souadabscook West, southbound bridge over Souadabscook Stream
■
Also, bridge rehabilitation at the Exit 180 off-ramp on Cold Brook
Road over I-95.
Additional bridge replacement projects in the area that are not part
of the bundling include:
■
Ohio Street bridge over I-95 in Bangor;
■
Twin bridge over the West Branch of the Souadabscook Stream;
■
Grist Mill Bridge over Souadabscook Stream. n
■

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Glenn Adams is a freelance writer based in Augusta. He is the
former Maine State House correspondent for the Associated Press.
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FAST Act extension
included in temporary
funding bill

O

n October 1, President Trump
signed a continuing resolution that
funds federal government programs
for fiscal year 2021 – October 1,
2020 through December 11, 2020
– and extends the country’s current surface
transportation funding reauthorization
through September 30, 2021. The bill had
cleared the Senate late on September 30 by
a vote of 84 to 10. The House had passed its
version of the continuing resolution, which
included a one-year extension of the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation or FAST
Act, on September 22 by a vote of 359 to 57,
with one member voting present.
The FAST Act extension includes an
additional $13.6 billion added to the Highway
Trust Fund – an increase urged by the
American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials and 87 organizations
to congressional leadership in a September
9 letter. The letter had urged Congress
to increase funding to help support state
agencies facing major cuts due to decreased
revenues resulting from the coronavirus
outbreak.
“We are pleased that Congress approved the
$13.6 billion transfer to the Highway Trust
Fund and that states will have certainty for
planning their 2021 programs, knowing the
current surface transportation legislation
remains in place for another year,” said Jim
Tymon, AASHTO’s executive director. “We
look forward to working with Congress and
committee staff on a reauthorization that
will address the challenges facing surface
transportation, including the need for a
long-term fix for the Highway Trust Fund,”
he added.
According to an analysis by AASHTO, the
FAST Act extension within the continuing
resolution provides:
• Obligation limitation through December
11, estimated to be $9.1 billion for the
Federal-aid Highway Program.

The transportation reauthorization passed by Congress this fall will go through September 30, 2021, and includes
$13.6 billion additional funding for the Highway Trust Fund.

“This really was a big win for state DOTs. This
means we are good for a continuation of policy
and funding.”
AASHTO Director of Policy & Government Relations Joung Lee

•

•

•

An extension of FAST Act funding and
provisions from FY 2020 to all of FY
2021, including contract authority
formula apportionments to states.
A $10.4 billion general fund transfer
to the HTF’s Highway Account and a
$3.2 billion transfer to the Mass Transit
Account.
A $14 billion general fund transfer to the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, making
up for the aviation excise tax holiday
included in the $2 trillion CARES Act

•

•

passed in March.
Suspension of the Rostenkowski fiscal
solvency test for the Mass Transit
Account for FY 2021. Without
suspending that “test” – crafted by
the late Rep. Dan Rostenkowski (D),
who served as chairman of the House
Ways and Means Committee in the
1980s – significant reductions in transit
obligation funds would occur in FY 2021.
An increase to the “multimodal cap” within
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s
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Infrastructure for Rebuilding America
or INFRA discretionary grant program
from $500 million to $600 million.
• An extension of 2017 and 2018 Better
Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development or BUILD grant program
obligation deadlines through September
30, 2021.
“This really was a big win for state DOTs,”
added Joung Lee, AASHTO’s director of
policy and government relations during the
organization’s virtual joint policy conference
in October. “This means we are good for a
continuation of policy and funding.”
When the U.S. House passed its version
of the extension, both Representatives

Peter DeFazio (D-Oregon) and Sam Graves
(R-Missouri), leaders of the U.S. House
of Representatives’ transportation policy
panel, expressed agreement on the merits of
a one-year extension of the country’s soonto-expire highway law, asserting it would buy
congressional policymakers time to update its
provisions and keep Americans working at a
critical time.
“With this one-year extension in place,
we can continue work on a long-term,
transformational bill that significantly boosts
investment in our surface transportation
network and moves our transportation
systems into the 21st century,” DeFazio said.
“As many stakeholders continue to navigate

the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic,
ensuring that states are capable of planning
and executing infrastructure projects and
preventing any disruptions to the 2021
construction season will keep Americans on
the job rebuilding our infrastructure,” Graves
noted.
There continues to be frustration at the
state level, as Congress continues to defer
challenging funding decisions and neglects
to take up the difficult topic of transportation
funding. The last time the federal gas tax
was increased was in 1993 and the last
time Congress passed all 12 appropriations
bills, including a multi-year transportation
reauthorization, was in 1996. n

G OING
OUR
WAY?
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throughout Maine.
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STATES NEWS

‘MacGyver mode’

Across the country, state DOTs grapple with
revenue shortfalls

I

n Maine, as COVID restrictions kicked
into place, MaineDOT stepped up work
on state roads. There were fewer vehicles
on the roads, and that allowed contractors
to accelerate the pace of work on several
road and bridge projects. Governor Janet Mills
and the Maine Legislature also took steps to fill
what will be a $40 million gap in transportation
revenues at the end of this biennium, by sending
a $105 million transportation bond to voters in
June, rather than waiting until the November
election cycle.
That – plus low interest rates – has enabled
MaineDOT to jigger its work schedule to add
$33 million in projects to its schedule in 2020.
“COVID is a very big, dark cloud, but there’s
a silver lining – dealing with less traffic is
more cost-effective. It’s also safer out on roads
working on projects – and so we did a lot,”
MaineDOT Commissioner Bruce Van Note
told Mainebiz in a recent interview. Meanwhile, Oregon’s revenue losses have been tempered by a 2-cent-a-gallon increase in the gas tax that recently took
Van Note and MaineDOT have been looking effect. Kentucky officials have called its loss of highway revenues “dire.” Maine is facing a shortfall of $40
ahead to revenue projections and what Maine million, and several other states are reporting major revenue losses. Those and other states featured in this
will have to do to get through this period of article are highlighted in gray.
Brouwer told KOIN News in late October.
decreased travel and gas tax revenues.
In Minnesota, the state government has taken steps to meet the
Said Van Note: “Long-term, there’s going to have to be some broad
funding challenge head on. On October 21, Democratic Governor Tim
bipartisan conversations about how we fund transportation, and we do
Walz approved a $1.9 billion infrastructure bond, the largest public
need more revenue, but now is not the best time for that conversation.
works package in that state’s history. Bipartisan agreement on the
Given rock-bottom interest rates, we’re probably going to have to rely
bond was achieved after a long debate, with the final vote reflecting
on bonding to get us through this pandemic. That would mean probably
legislators’ views that a jobs bill was needed to counteract persistent
a bond larger than $100 million next year, and it might need to be in
unemployment caused by the economic slowdown during this time.
June instead of November to get us through.”
“The ability to create jobs, get them in the pipeline and be able to
FEELING THE CRUNCH
build is going to be absolutely critical for keeping these folks employed
Even as Maine has pushed through more projects during this period,
and keeping the state moving forward,” said Walz when he signed the
other states have started to rein in work as they look at declining
bill in St. Paul.
revenues.
In Kentucky, news outlets are describing the transportation funding
Oregon’s Department of Transportation (ODOT) announced earlier
shortfall created by the coronavirus as “dire.” The state has seen a $74.6
this month that it is looking at a $27 million annual decline in gas tax
million drop in state road funding for fiscal year 2020, including a $32
revenues as a result of the pandemic. While the pain of this revenue
million decrease in gas tax revenues.
decline has been lessened somewhat due to a 2-cent-per-gallon increase
The Northern Kentucky Tribune quoted Chad LaRue, executive
in gas tax that recently took effect, officials from ODOT have said they
director of the Kentucky Association of Highway Contractors, speaking
are looking at postponing some projects and cutting back on services,
to the General Assembly’s Interim Joint Transportation Committee and
including snow plowing, to help make up some losses.
trying to put those funding losses in perspective: “We are likely going
“We’re postponing some of our big road projects, canceling one
to end up at a level in 2020 that approaches the total we were putting
of them and downsizing our team,” ODOT Assistant Director Travis
down in 1960. We’re going to be putting down at a level we were at 60
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years ago, something many in this room have not seen in their lifetime.”

SILVER LININGS

Nothing beats experience
Pike crew on Main Street in Rutland, Vermont in 1885.

When you’ve been building roads for as long as we have, you learn a lot on the job. That’s why you can count on
Pike Industries to live up to any challenge and deliver your job on time, within budget and exceeding your expectations.
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A division of Oldcastle Materials. Maine regional office: 95 Warren Avenue- Westbrook, Maine 04092 207-854-2561 - www.pikeindustries.com
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Still, other states are seeing the benefits of recently enacted new and
expanded transportation funding measures. In Alabama, a Republicancontrolled legislature and Republican governor last year passed the
Rebuild Alabama Act which raised the gas tax by 6 cents per gallon
with two additional 2-cent annual increases set for 2020 and 2021. The
“new” money is already having a marked effect with the state reporting
a $150 million gain in fuel tax revenues over last year – a 28 percent
increase over 2019.
Twenty-five percent of the new funding goes to counties and 8 percent
to municipalities, and that has been appreciated by local officials.
“It’s been a game-changer for us,” Sonny Brasfield, executive director
of the Association of County Commissions of Alabama told Alabaman.
com. His organization had lobbied for the gasoline tax increase to
address a persistent backlog of bridge and road maintenance. Brasfield
said that in its first year, the new revenue is expected to double the
normal amount of resurfacing and bridge replacements, to about 1,100
miles and about 20 to 22 bridges.

Port of Portland receives
$4.1 million for improvements

T
PORTLAND CEMENT
MASONRY CEMENT
& SLAG
Route 1, P. O. Box 191
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-593-0100

22

MAINE TRAILS OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2020
n

“There’s no question about that. We’re doing everything we can to
maximize the money,” said Brasfield.
In Illinois, community leaders are praising the first round of
projects to come from Governor J.B. Pritzker’s “Rebuild Illinois” $45
billion infrastructure plan. The plan draws on a 19-cent increase in
the state gas tax, as well as other funding sources, and the money
raised goes to roads, bridges, transit, education, state parks, historic
sites and clean water infrastructure.
One of the first major road projects undertaken under the plan
is the rehabilitation of I-255. State officials announced the project
would be concluded ahead of schedule on November 1 and save
taxpayers $14 million.
“This highway saw $67 million worth of drainage upgrades, bridge
repairs, and resurfacing,” said Pritzker in a statement about the
project. “Best of all, we got this project done in record time – months
instead of years – saving money and protecting drivers and workers
alike by strategically closing the road for work.”
Rebuild Illinois is expected to support 540,000 jobs in the state
over the life of the plan. n

h e U. S . D e p a r t m e n t o f
Tra n s p o r t at i o n Ma r i t i m e
Administration (MARAD) has
awarded a $4,098,360 grant to
the Port of Portland. The grant
will be used to increase the efficiency and
reliability of the container terminal.
The project, titled Linking Intermodal
Needs and Rural Freight Knowledge
(LINK), will provide additional public
and private logistical assets at Merrill’s
Marine Terminal with warehousing,
breakbulk and drybulk–to-container
loading capacity. The project was
championed by U.S. Senator Susan
Collins (R-Maine), who is chair of the
Senate Transportation Appropriations
Subcommittee. During her tenure on the
committee, Collins has secured federal
funding for marine infrastructure,
including $225 million for the Port
Infrastructure Development Program in
the fiscal year 2020 appropriations bill.
She also secured a provision requiring
MARAD to prioritize funding for small
ports and allowing small ports to receive

up to an 80 percent Federal cost share.
“The International Marine Terminal
has experienced a significant increase
in volume in recent years, and this
$4.1 million investment will allow the
terminal to make improvements to keep
pace with its substantial growth,” said
Collins. “This major seaport is northern
New England’s only container terminal
and is utilized daily by businesses and
customers across our state, including L.L.
Bean, Sappi, Aroostook potato growers
and Washington County blueberry
growers. The LINK project will create
additional jobs, increase the export of
Maine manufacturers’ products, and
support rural economies across the
state. As the chair of the Transportation
Appropriations Subcommittee, I will
continue to push for funding to address
our state’s transportation needs.”
The project has four major
components: 1) to connect the
International Marine Terminal and
Merrill’s Marine Terminal through the
construction of a heavy haul road along

existing railroad tracks; 2) to renovate a
currently vacant state-owned warehouse
at Merrill’s Marine Terminal; 3) to
consolidate cross-docking activities with
terminal access; and 4) to add capacity
for bulk-to-container and container–
to-bulk operations.
“ The LINK project will be the
latest investment into the successful
redevelopment of Portland’s working
waterfront,” said Jon Nass, CEO of the
Maine Port Authority. “This grant will
help two Maine terminals continue to
grow, create jobs, and provide critical
logistical infrastructure to help grow
Maine’s economy.”
Portland’s International Marine
Terminal has seen container volume
grow by 20 to 30 percent year over year
since the port attracted marine shipper
Eimskip to establish its North American
operations at the port. Even during the
pandemic and economic crisis, this year’s
total volume is projected to match the
previous calendar year. n
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Portland planning board
gives cold storage thumbs up

P

accommodate 20,000 refrigerated pallets and
provide a cost-effective alternative for shippers
who otherwise would have to use cold storage
facilities south of the state. Shipments that
come into the terminal now have to be stored
in Boston and brought back up to Maine to be
distributed locally.
“This will give a competitive advantage
to Portland, Maine, to help keep the port
successful for years to come,” Nass said.
There was strong opposition to the project
from a group of West End Portland residents
who will overlook the facility. They argued
the building is too big, would add to the
traffic congestion in that section of the city
and shouldn’t be built in that section of the
waterfront. More than 80 residents wrote a
letter of opposition to the Planning Board in

Providing Maine Municipalities with:
• Road and Intersection Design
• Site Planning and Development
• Traffic Impact Studies/Reviews
• Bridge Design
• Planning Board Peer Review
• Road Assessments/Inventory
• Right-of-Way Services
• Aviation Services
• Transportation/Land Use Planning

Serving Maine since 1945
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A rendering of the
planned cold storage
facility on Portland’s
waterfront.

SEWALL

o r t l a n d ’ s Pl a n n i n g B o a r d
unanimously approved a cold storage
facility on state-owned land near
the International Marine Terminal
on October 14. Proponents of the
facility have said that expanded cold storage
capacity will keep Maine’s busiest deepwater
port competitive with larger ports.
After a previous effort was abandoned,
a new group of developers stepped up and
presented a plan for a 120,00-square-foot
Maine International Cold Storage Facility at
40 West Commercial Street adjacent to the
International Marine Terminal on Portland’s
western waterfront.
The plan was proposed by Treadwell
Franklin Infrastructure, Eimskip and Amber
Infrastructure and is estimated to cost between
$25 million and $30 million to construct.
When complete, the facility will serve
Maine’s growing food, beverage and
biopharmaceutical industries.
One day before the vote, the editorial
board of the Portland Press Herald came
out in favor of the plan. “Without the port,
Maine would be the end of the road when it
comes to interstate commerce,” the editorial
board wrote. “But with it, Maine becomes a
midway point between Europe and the major
population centers of North America. Access
to this trade hub is a huge opportunity for
Maine companies that want to receive supplies
or ship their products.”
Jon Nass, CEO of the Maine Port Authority,
told The Forecaster that the facility will

USDA awards
$130K to NMDC

August.
This latest proposal was presented to the
city two years after Americold abandoned
plans to build a similar facility on the site.
The land has been vacant the last several years.
Most recently it housed a Northern Utilities
natural gas/propane distribution facility.
In recent years, the state of Maine
has invested $64 million in the port’s
infrastructure. Since Eimskip established its
headquarters at the port in 2013, the port has
seen freight volumes increase by 25 percent
annually.
According to the Press Herald, more than
28,600 container units passed through the
port of Portland, four times the volume in
2013. n
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he USDA has awarded two grants
totaling $130,000 to the Northern
Maine Development Commission.
The largest of the two grants –
a Water and Waste Technical
Assistance Training Grant of $80,000,
will provide educational assistance. The
second grant – a $50,000 Rural Community
Development Initiative Grant –will provide
training and technical assistance to 31 very
low and low-income municipal and economic
development recipients.
The Water and Waste Water Technical
Assistance Training Grant will provide much
needed assistance for students pursuing a
career in the field of commercial and public
water and waste water management.
“We did a water needs assessment a few
years back, and found that there were a lot
of staff retiring,” Joella Theriault, community
development specialist at NMDC told WAGM
News. Theriault noted that the NMDC has
matched the grant with $25,000 in funding,
and that training has already begun at

Grant will provide water
and waste water training
for municipalities

Northern Maine Community College.
“If somebody has no experience whatsoever,
they can come in here and start taking classes
with me. And after they’re done, they should
be able to pass a certification exam, which
is the big thing because a lot of people are
retiring out of the industry and we need new
people in the field, and this is a good start
for them,” Gilles St. Pierre, a water treatment
instructor at Northern Maine Community
College (NMCC) told WAGM.
In addition, NMCC has redesigned the
class schedule to free up students to work half
days, a feature local employers particularly
appreciate. “If a student, say, from Washburn
comes to a class, he’s here in the morning. And
there’s no more split classes, so if he’s here
in the morning, he’s available for work in the
afternoon. The employers really like that part
of it,” St. Pierre said.
NMDC also received a $50,000 Rural
Community Development Initiative Grant,
which will provide training and technical
assistance to 31 very low and low-income

municipal and economic development
recipients. NMDC plans to use the funding
to help communities do housing needs
assessments and write grants for housing
assistance.
Northern Maine Development Commission
(NMDC) is a membership organization
comprised of participating communities
and counties in the Aroostook-Washington
Economic Development District. NMDC
provides federal and state services at the
regional and local levels. NMDC’s mission is to
create jobs, increase economic opportunities
and drive growth to all communities,
particularly those communities that are
underserved and/or economically distressed.
As a regional economic development
organization, NMDC provides financing and
counseling for small businesses, technical
assistance to municipalities, conducts
regional community economic development
planning and support for industry sectors
with high growth potential. n
FMI: To learn more, visit www.nmdc.org.

Amtrak speeds up
New Acela trains
will reach an average
of 65 mph in northeast
corridor

J

ust when it looked like the train
had left the station, Amtrak has
announced new state-of-the-art,
high-speed trainsets are coming
to the United States. Look for
dramatically improved service aboard the
next Acela generation of Acela Boston on the
northeast corridor, starting in 2021.
The new fleet will travel along the current
Acela line between Boston and Washington,
D.C. The new fleet of trains will reduce carbon
consumption by almost half. All new Acela

trainsets in the United States are expected to
be in service by 2022.
In the United States, Acela service has
grown from 2.5 million passengers in 2002
to 3.5 million in 2019, with significant growth
in revenue and market share in the northeast,
along the nation’s busiest rail corridor.
Each day, 750,000 people board commuter
and Amtrak trains to head to work, school
and other destinations, making the northeast
corridor a major driver of the regional and
national economy. Nearly one-third of the
region’s jobs are located within five miles
of a northeast corridor station. The region
is home to nearly a quarter of the nation’s
top universities, a fifth of the Fortune
500 company headquarters and many top
hospitals.

To serve this market, each train will have
386 seats, with the spacious, high-end comfort
customers expect, including personal outlets,
USB ports and adjustable reading lights at
every seat.
While Amtrak anticipates the new trains
will average 65 miles per hour and that is
faster than the old Acela service, the trains
are nevertheless limited by the old track
infrastructure.
The new trains come at a landmark in
Amtrak’s history. Fifty years ago on October
30, President Nixon signed into law the
Rail Passenger Service Act of 1970. The law
established a publicly funded passenger rail
service, creating a new National Railroad
Passenger Corporation which later became
known as Amtrak. n
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Shiver me timbers
MBTA members fly their pirate colors and raise money
for scholarships and Infrastructure Development Fund

SCAN TO GET A FREE 80oz BOTTLE OF DIESEL KLEEN
(TREATS 250 GALLONS) AND A POWER SERVICE MAINTENANCE
SCHEDULE:
EACH SUBMISSION REGISTERS
YOU FOR A FREE YETI COOLER
RAFFLE TO BE DRAWN JULY 31, 2019
One Free Sample Per Customer
Limited to the First 60 Requests
Captain Irv “Jolly Roger” Smith (aka MBTA president) and the ultimate Packers fan, MaineDOT Commissioner Bruce Van Note.

Power Service
Diesel Kleen
+Cetane Boost
· Increase Cetane by 6 Points
· Improves Fuel Economy by 8%
· Stabilizes Stored Diesel Fuel
· Boosts Diesel Power

M

BTA members se t sail
on November 19 for the
first ever MBTA Virtual
Scholarship Mee ting &
Auction, an event that was
held online after the coronavirus outbreak
caused the organization to cancel the Fall
Convention.
“We were all set to hold our annual
convention at the Samoset Resort in
Rockport,” said Captain “Jolly Roger”
Smith (aka MBTA President Irv Smith).
“But, to be safe, the board decided to move
the event online and create a combined
event with our annual scholarship meeting which we typically hold
in December.”
The resulting mash-up was a “pirate cruise” attended by what Smith
called his pirate crew – a mix that included MBTA members, MBTA’s
newest scholarship recipients and their parents. Captain Smith urged
everyone to get in the spirit and take advantage of the props they had
received in the mail, which included pirate jargon on flashcards, tools
to make their own pirate hat and an eyepatch.
“Because everyone knows, you can’t be a proper pirate crew without
an eyepatch or two,” said Smith. “Now, let’s cast off! Anchors aweigh!”

A GENEROUS CROWD
The first order of business was recognizing the generosity of the many
MBTA members who had stepped up to sponsor the event.
“A big thank-you to all the companies who sponsored this event,”
26
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said Smith. “And a special shoutout to some of our major sponsors,
including Admiral Sargent; Captain
HNTB; Commander H.O. Bouchard
Inc.; Skippers All States Materials
Group and Bitumar; and Ensigns
Chadwick BaRoss and The Rowley
Agency.”
The event was a chance for MBTA
members to meet many of the newest
MBTA scholarship recipients and
was tied to the MBTA Educational
Foundation’s Super Raffle fundraiser.
Winners of the Super Raffle were also
announced at the end of the meeting (more on that later in the story).
“This year our Educational Foundation board awarded more than
$45,000 in scholarships to 38 students, so we are glad you can meet
some of them today,” Smith told the MBTA members gathered, noting
that the foundation has been an influential force promoting careers
in transportation.
“Since 1994, MBTA has awarded 454 scholarships totaling
$468,000. Well, blow me down!” said Smith.
Twenty-nine of the new 38 scholarship winners attended the
meeting, several of whom were joined by their parents. Each one in turn
introduced themselves and talked about their studies and plans for the
future. Hailing from all corners of the state, the scholarship recipients
showed a wide range of professional interests, from environmental and
transportation engineering to marine transportation, heavy equipment
operation and maintenance.
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‘BIG. JUNE. BOND.’
After the introduction of the scholarship
students, Smith handed off the helm of the
meeting to MaineDOT Commissioner Bruce
Van Note, who offered a candid account of how
MaineDOT has been coping with an avalanche
of challenges including continued high pricing
pressures for construction and paving in the
west, north and Downeast areas of the state and
budget shortfalls due to the pandemic.
He noted that the department was working
with industry leaders to address many of the
issues, but could see little easing of pressures
for the foreseeable future. He did offer hope that
Governor Janet Mills and the Maine Legislature
may look to bonding as a means to boost jobs,
the state economy and making long-term
investment in public infrastructure.
Said Van Note: “If you want to keep MaineDOT
going and invest in our infrastructure when
interest rates are low, remember these three
words: Big. June. Bond.” He added that at the
current time and with legislative restriction on
the amount of bonding that would be possible,
the industry may see the governor propose a
sizeable transportation bond package, as well
as additional bonding for other state programs
that would go to voters in June.
“And if it doesn’t pass, we’re going to be in big
trouble,” he said.

Cap’n Noiro (aka Orion Breen) (above) and auctioneer
Oliver Zubrick of Central Maine Auction Center (below).
MBTA members were invited to wear their own
pirate hats. Meeting kits included pirate eyepatches,
saltwater taffy for the sweet of tooth, lyrics to “Weigh
hey, and up she rises” and choice pirate phrases.

‘UNPRECEDENTED’
The commissioner also spoke about longer term
issues, including when the Maine Legislature
is likely to take up recommendations of the

Blue Ribbon Commission on Transportation
Funding. The bipartisan commission’s report,
identifying a $232 million annual shortfall and
recommending various ways to raise revenues to
fill that gap, was released in March of this year,
just over a week before Maine and the country
was swept up by the pandemic. Van Note said it
was unlikely the legislature would take the issue
up in the near term.
“I don’t see it happening,” he said bluntly,
adding that it could be 2022 or later before state
lawmakers would be ready to revisit the issue,
due to uncertainty on the state and national
front.
“I don’t use the word ‘unprecedented’
anymore,” said Van Note, “because as far as I
am concerned, unprecedented is what happens
two weeks from now.”

CAMERA, LIGHTS, AUCTION
At the conclusion of Commissioner Van Note’s
remarks, the camera switched to the offices of
Central Maine Auction Center where auctioneer
Oliver Zubrick presided over the online auction.
Zubrick, who like Smith was decked out in full
pirate gear, challenged, coaxed and cajoled
bidders to compete for a dozen high priced items
that had been donated by members, including
Celtics tickets donated by Roland and Billiegene
Lavallee and Red Sox tickets donated by The
Rowley Agency among other auction packages
including construction and transportation
services. There was also an online silent auction
that went live on November 12 and concluded
later in the day on the 19th. Thanks to donors
and those members who bid on items, the two

auctions grossed nearly $25,000!

SUPER EVENT
The meeting concluded with the
drawing for the Super Raffle winner.
The raffle is the annual fundraiser
f o r t h e M B TA E d u c at i o n a l
Foundation, and this year “Captain”
Smith explained that there had
been an interesting twist.
Thanks to the fabled and
goodnatured competition between
champion ticket sellers Bruce
Hubbard and Paul Koziell and the
generosity of several companies
that had stepped up after the Fall
Convention had been cancelled, the Super Raffle had sold out earlier
than usual, and some members didn’t have a chance to get their ticket.
“On this voyage, we had a few buccaneers who were left out,” said
Smith. “So Paul Koziell, another past president, decided to ask them
if they would donate anyway. He even gave up his tickets to another
company and donated his $500 anyway. Then he got his bucky Bruce
Hubbard involved. That created another bag o’ loot!”
Smith gave a shout out to the individuals and companies that stepped
up to make this year’s raffle the most successful on record by making
significant cash donations in addition to the tickets to the MBTA
Scholarship Fund: Tim Folster; Paul Koziell and CPM Constructors;

American
Concrete
Industries
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Mike Lebel and Lebel & Harriman;
Jeremy Jordan and ChadwickBaRoss; Jack Parker and Reed
& Reed; and Brian Bowman and
Bowman Brothers.
“You’re not going to believe this
total. The extra donations totaled
$5,000. That is over and above
the $17,000 raised by the sale of
raffle tickets,” said Smith, calling
for everyone present to “join me
mateys in a big round of applause
for everyone who bought a ticket,
sold a ticket, or donated cash.”
Then, Smith and MBTA
Educational Foundation Committee
Chair Tim Folster drew the winners of the raffle. Paula Quirion of Quirion
Construction was the grand prize winner of the $7,000 top cash prize.
The second name drawn was John McClare of H.O. Bouchard, who won
a $500 L. L. Bean gift certificate. Richard Trahey of Maine Governmental
Relations won third prize, a $250 L. L. Bean gift certificate.
Smith closed out the event by once again thanking sponsor companies,
everyone who bought Super Raffle tickets, bid on auction items and made
donations to the auction and MBTA Educational Foundation.
“That concludes today’s pirate voyage! We are weighing anchor here!
Thank you all for joining us!” said Smith in a virtual sign off. n

PLANT LOCATIONS:

Superior
Concrete

982 Minot Ave., Auburn, Maine 04210
Phone: 207-784-1388 | Fax: 207-783-4039
1717 Stillwater Ave., Veazie, Maine 04401
Phone: 207-947-8334 | Fax: 207-947-3580
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MBTA VIRTUAL SCHOLARSHIP MEETING & AUCTION
EVENTS & CONVENTION
COMMITTEES

SUPER RAFFLE – EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

Events Chair:
Paul Koziell, CPM Constructors
Convention Chair:
Tony Grande, VHB
Orion Breen, Global Partners
Jason Griffiths, Pike Industries
Larry Hutchins, Bitumar USA
Michelle Ibarguen, Cross Insurance
Dana Knapp, Concord Coach Lines
Sharon Perry, Frankenmuth Surety
Eric Ritchie, Sargent
Irvin Smith, H.O. Bouchard, Inc.
Andrew Sturgeon, Hoyle Tanner & Assoc.
Jasmine Strout, Green International
Affiliates

Education Foundation Chair:
Tim Folster, Sargent
Paul Bradbury, Portland International Jetport
Deborah Dunlap Avasthi, Androscoggin Bank
Tony Grande, VHB
Bruce Hubbard
Dana Knapp, Concord Coach Lines
Paul Koziel, CPM Constructors
Ian Messier, Crooker Construction LLC
Millard Pray
Brian Raymond, Northeast Paving
Irvin Smith, H.O. Bouchard

DOOR PRIZES
$60 L.L. Bean Gift Card:
Garrett Daniels, 2020 Scholarship Recipient

$60 L. L. Bean Gift Card:
Bracy Hood, H.O.Bouchard, Inc.
$60 L. L. Bean Gift Card:
Jody Watson, Pike Industries
$75 L. L. Bean Gift Card:
Katie Luce, 2020 Scholarship Recipient
$100 L. L. Bean Gift Card:
Cathy Tilton, Central Maine Auction Ctr.

• Wharf slabs
& concrete piling
• Concrete pipe
& manholes
• Box culverts
• Retaining Walls

ADMIRAL

SUPER RAFFLE WINNERS
GRAND PRIZE | $7,000:
Paula Quirion, Quirion Construction
SECOND PRIZE | $500 L. L. BEAN GIFT CARD:
John McClare, H.O. Bouchard
THIRD PRIZE | $250 L. L. BEAN GIFT CARD:
Richard Trahey, Maine Governmental
Relations

Providing quality concrete products to Roadbuilders since 1963

• Bridge beams
& deck slabs

MBTA VIRTUAL SCHOLARSHIP MEETING & AUCTION
Many thanks to our sponsors

Strescon

CAPTAIN

COMMANDER

SKIPPER

ENSIGN

STARBOARD

Strescon is a member of
the OSCO Construction Group

www.strescon.com • e-mail: sales@strescon.com • Precast Sales: 506-633-8877 • Pipe Sales: 207-368-5536
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MBTA VIRTUAL SCHOLARSHIP MEETING & AUCTION
Many thanks to our sponsors
PORT

Auburn Concrete - Aggregates
Central Equipment Company
Green International Affiliates
Sebago Technics, Inc.
St. Laurent & Son, Inc.

BOOM

Anderson Equipment Company
Austin Associates, P.A.
John T. Cyr & Sons, Inc.
Gorham Sand & Gravel, Inc.
R. J. Grondin & Sons, Inc.
Haley & Aldrich, Inc.
Hews Company LLC
Irving Oil
Jordan Equipment Co.
Liberty Mutual Surety
Maine Asphalt Pavement Assn.
Pratt & Sons, Inc.
Shaw Bros. Construction, Inc.
Skillings-Shaw & Associates
Wellman Paving, Inc.
Whited Peterbilt of Maine
WSP USA

MBTA welcomes
these new members

RUDDER

AtWork Personnel
Bangor Natural Gas
CQ Cement
Casco Bay Transportation
Crum & Forster
Dayton Sand & Gravel Co., Inc.
Dirigo Slipform
Eaton Peabody Consulting Group
Frankenmuth Surety
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
R.W. Gillespie & Associates, Inc.
Hoyle Tanner & Associates, Inc.
Maine Drilling & Blasting, Inc.
Thompson Equipment
Travelers

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Acorn Engineering, Inc.
35 Edes Road, Cumberland, ME 04021
Phone: 207-775-2655
Email: wsavage@acorn-engineering.com
Contact: William Savage
Recruited by: Glenn Adams Jr.
Specializing in urban redevelopment, site design, environmental
services, municipal consulting and highway, marine and rail
construction admin.
56 Dave’s Way, Hermon, ME 04401
Phone: 207-977-2327
Email: tony@blackbearcrane.com
Contact: Anthony DelMonaco
Crane service, rigging, warehousing and specialty hauling
contractor.

THANKS, BUCKIES!

Thank you for renewing!

Brian Bowman & Bowman Brothers
Paul Koziell & CPM Constructors
Tim Folster
Mike Lebel & Lebel & Harriman
Jeremy Jordan & Chadwick-BaRoss
Jack Parker & Reed & Reed, Inc.

The MBTA would like to recognize the following corporate members for their ongoing support.

ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ

32

MAINE TRAILS OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2020
n

P.O. Box 4094, Portsmouth, NH 03802
Phone: 603-436-1039
Email: tom@substructure.com
Contact: Thomas Reis
Recruited by: Andy Blaisdell
Substructure specializes in high quality hydrographic surveying.
We also offer marine constructure services and have commercial
divers on staff.

Black Bear Crane, LLC

For your generous contributions
to the Super Raffle and
MBTA Scholarship Fund.

94 Pleasant Avenue, South Portland, ME 04106
Phone: 207-767-6239 Fax: 207-767-6260
wwww.ferguson.com

Substructure Inc.

MEMBER

Better
Transportation

Bangor Savings Bank
CHA Consulting, Inc.
CX Consulting, Inc.
Calderwood Engineering etc., llc
Core & Main
Darling’s
HP Fairfield

ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ

Figg
Hammond Lumber Company
The Jackson Laboratory
McAsphalt Industries Ltd.
O’Connor GMC
Pan Am Railways
Pratt & Sons, Inc.

ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ
ɶ

Lou Silver, Inc.
Travelers Bond
United Insurance
City of Westbrook
Woodard & Curran, Inc.
Worcester Wreath Co.

WH E R E DO WE
GO F RO M H E R E ?

Be a part of the transportation solution. Join MBTA. FMI: mbtaonline.org
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After years of building
Maine’s infrastructure,
Jon and Dan Shaw build
a legacy with the Shaw
Brothers Family Foundation
By Kathryn Buxton

J

on and Dan Shaw have big plans. There is a pre-1850s barn
to be taken apart board-by-board and reassembled (if permits
are approved), an old canal to clean out, an ice-skating pond
to flood when the weather turns cold, a small downhill ski
slope with lift to build, antique tractor shows to host, trails to
construct, and work with community organizations to establish a farmer’s
market and raise food to help fight hunger. After more than four decades
building their heavy construction business and working with MaineDOT
and southern Maine’s municipalities, the Shaw brothers are busier than
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TOP: MAINE MEDICAL CENTER; BOTTOM: SHAW FAMILY

Big
plans
Jon and Dan Shaw with their mother, Sally. The brothers pledged $1 million to Maine
Medical Center for the hospital’s modernization project. The hospital is naming its
new entrance causeway after Sally Shaw (above).

ever building a legacy that will serve their community for years to come.
It is a bright fall day with the season’s first frost clinging to the grass
outside the Shaw Brothers Construction headquarters in Gorham. Both
brothers sit socially distant at the large conference table inside the warm
and woody building and talk about their latest enterprise. It’s not a new
quarry or a paving plant. It is the Shaw Brothers Family Foundation, a
501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization that the long-time business
partners and brothers established in 2015.
Over the years, there has been a steady flow of generous donations,
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2020 MAINE TRAILS
n
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The Sawyer family – Kaleb,
Doug, Kaylie, Alisha and Kelsey
– hike the trails at the farm. The
recreation site is popular among
residents of Gorham and nearby
towns.

the kinds of gifts the Shaw brothers have been making for years to many
causes and organizations, including Camp Sunshine for kids with lifethreatening illnesses and Camp Susan Curtis for disadvantaged children.
(Shaw Brothers is also a corporate member of MBTA, AGC Maine, ABC,
MAPA and Maine Aggregates Association and has been a supporter
of MBTA events and other industry causes for decades.) In 2005, the
brothers donated Shaw Park to the town of Gorham. That park has a ball
field, a two-plus mile trail loop that traces a section of the Presumpscot

River, canoe rentals, and a trail connecting to the Sebago to the Sea
Rail Trail.
“They’ve given a lot over the years,” said Tom Biegel, CFO and controller
of Shaw Brothers Construction, adding that the brothers particularly
have long supported causes for “kids and recreation and health care.”
But in the past two years, the foundation has made splashier headlines
in southern Maine. First, the foundation officially opened Shaw Cherry
Hill Farm in September 2019, a 258-acre tract of former farmland with

One of the bridges that was
built from materials reclaimed
from demolition of the old Sarah
Mildred Long Bridge.

three miles of public access multi-use trails and open land that the
foundation leases to the town of Gorham for just $1 a year.
This summer, the foundation pledged $1 million to Maine Medical
Center for the hospital’s ongoing expansion and modernization project.
In recognition of the donation, an open-air causeway near the new
hospital tower entrance will be named in honor of their mother, Sally
Shaw. Construction of the Sally Shaw Causeway is expected to break
ground later this year.

When construction of the new hospital tower is complete in 2023,
more than 24,000 patients and families are expected to pass through
the new entrance every year.
“Jon and Dan are incredibly generous people who are deeply
committed to this community,” said Maine Med CEO and MaineHealth
President Richard Petersen in a statement. “We’re exceptionally grateful
for the support they have shown over the years that has helped lay the
groundwork for environments of care that improve the health of people

THE POWER
BEHIND YOUR
PROCESS

Erosion control?

Call Peter A. Lyford

Peter A. Lyford, Inc. is family-owned, and we specialize
in erosion control, hydroseeding, and commercial
landscaping for the entire state of Maine.

PORTABLE
EQUIPMENT

53 Dave's Way, Hermon (207) 848-3335
54 Olde Canal Way, Gorham (207) 839-8668
info@peterlyfordinc.com | peterlyfordinc.com

Sales · Service · Rentals
5 2 U S R o u t e 1, S c a r b o r o u g h
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Hydroseeding - TerraSeeding - Bark Mulching
- Filter Sock - Hay Mulching - Commercial Landscaping Wetland Restoration
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2020 MAINE TRAILS
n

37

MEMBER NEWS

MEMBER NEWS

The three-mile trail network
crisscrosses farm fields and
woods at the 258-acre park.

Jon and Dan Shaw at the business
they founded when they were just
teenagers.

throughout Maine and New Hampshire. This important contribution
will move us closer to our vision of making Maine’s communities the
healthiest in America.”
The gift is the largest single donation the foundation has made to date,
and the brothers see it as a way to honor their mother who was the family
matriarch in every sense of the word, raising nine kids and working
alongside her husband Dewayn Shaw on the family farm for decades.
“Our mother thought a lot of Maine Medical Center,” said Dan. “She

had all nine of her kids there.”
“If you think about it,” said Jon, “[the gift to] Maine Medical is for
our mother, and the farm, it honors our father and our grandfather.”

BACK TO ITS ROOTS
Still, it has been building Shaw Cherry Hill Farm that has captured Jon
and Dan Shaw’s imagination and ignited their inner fire to do civic good.
Their grandfather Herb Shaw had once leased this farm and their father

Built on a foundation of customer service
A Maine family owned and operated business with six state-ofthe-art concrete plants, the largest and most experienced sales
and quality control staff in the state, a team of local dispatchers
and a fleet of 43 concrete mixers to service central, southern
and coastal regions.
Plants in Auburn, Westbrook, West Bath, Augusta, Topsham
Main office: Goldthwaite Road • P.O. Box 1747, Auburn, ME 04211-1747
Phone: (207) 777-7100 Fax: (207) 777-7171
www.auburnconcrete.com - info@auburnconcrete.com
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Dewayn spent his youth working there before Herb bought the Shaw
family farm in West Gorham where Jon and Dan grew up.
In the late 1980s the land, which had been part of a large dairy farm
owned by the Grondin family, was bought by Regional Waste Systems
(now known as ecomaine) who planned to develop it as an industrial
site. Those plans did not materialize, and in 2015, the Shaws offered
to buy the land from ecomaine, which is just down the road from their
company headquarters.
The town had hoped to find a buyer that would develop the land as an
industrial site. The brothers envisioned something more public minded:
they wanted to preserve the land as a farm to honor its place in history as
one of Gorham’s early farms and a crossroads for the local rural economy.
They also wanted to provide outdoor recreation for the town.
The land is part of a 300-acre grant King George II made to John Tyng
in 1730. It is flanked on one side by Route 25, a busy local thoroughfare,
and on the other by the Presumpscot River and the old Cumberland
& Oxford Canal. The canal opened in 1832 and was an important
transportation route, with barges carrying wood products from western
Maine to the coast, as well as gunpowder produced in mills in Windham
and Gorham (some of which Shaw Brothers gave to the Presumpscot
River Land Trust back in the 1990s.) Nearly a quarter of the gunpowder
used by Union troops during the civil war was produced at those mills.
Later, steamboats traveled the canal, taking passengers on excursions
to Sebago Lake.

THE HARD WORK OF PHILANTHROPY
As philanthropists, Jon and Dan’s legacy bears the hallmarks of their style
as businessmen. No detail is too large or too small for the two brothers
that founded their heavy construction business in 1977 when they were
both barely out of high school.
They worked hard in the early days, with a small fleet of equipment
and a strong will to succeed. Their early jobs were labor heavy jobs that
included laying brick sidewalks and digging foundations for homes –
a company slogan was “A Package Deal and Guaranteed Dry Cellar.”
They added equipment as they took on bigger jobs working for local
municipalities and utilities. Early on Jon and Dan made the decision to
keep work close to home.
“We wanted to be home with our families every evening,” said Jon.
Following this philosophy, the company rarely takes out-of-state jobs or
accepts work on job sites in far corners of the state. That has meant Shaw

Brothers Construction crew members, like the bosses, can always count
on being at home each night with their families, and that has helped
them attract and retain a talented pool of employees, many who have
been with the company for decades. Still, that has made Shaw Brothers
into a 24-hour-seven-day a week operation, and many town managers
and public works directors, the Maine Turnpike Authority and utility
companies have the company on speed dial for emergencies such as
water main breaks or road washouts.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Just as they have with their business, Dan and Jon manage the foundation’s
resources carefully and drive a hard bargain whenever they can. The
many bridges on the farm were constructed from materials salvaged
from the old Sarah Mildred Long Bridge in Kittery and constructed in
their shop.
The Mosher barn they hope to erect at Cherry Hill is one of four
historic barns built by descendants of Daniel Mosher, an early settler
of Gorham. It currently stands on property owned by Sebago Technics
founder Walt Stinson and his son, Nick, who plan to gift the barn to
the Shaw Brothers Family Foundation when they get environmental
approvals to build a storage facility on the property. If all goes well, the
town will be able to preserve a piece of its agricultural history, and the
Shaws will have a grand old barn from which they can stage the farm’s
haying and other agricultural operations.
Shaw Brothers crews constructed the farm’s impressive network of
eight wide and solidly built trails (each named for local figures or with
historical significance), helping the company to keep crews busy in
between projects. “It fits with our company,” said Jon. “If we have a crew
free or a day left in between jobs, they go down and work on the farm.”
Still, as Jon and Dan tell the story, it has taken some hard bargaining
to bring the town of Gorham on board with their gift. Because Gorham
had originally hoped the land would be used as an industrial site and
the foundation’s purchase would take the land off the town tax rolls, the
agreement the Shaws struck with the town calls for setting aside frontage
on Route 25 to lease to commercial businesses. These leases will provide
additional funds directly to the Shaw Brothers Family Foundation to help
assure that the foundation will live in perpetuity. Sebago Brewing was
the first business to take up the offer. In 2018, the company relocated
its headquarters, including a tasting room and brewery, in a new
30,965-square-foot building adjacent to the farm’s trail head.
OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2020 MAINE TRAILS
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WIDE AND DRY
Then there was the challenge of building a trail network at the farm.
Originally, there was local opposition to the brothers’ plan for the multiuse trail network and farm roads. Some had wanted the trails to be
narrower, but Dan and Jon persisted and built trails that only a road
builder can fully appreciate.
“The trails are wide and built with hard gravel,” said Jon. “They are
high and dry and built to last. They will never be muddy.”
“You can get an ambulance down them,” said Dan, noting that the farm
and its trails are meant to provide a level of comfort and confidence for
older walkers and cyclists, who can appreciate their smooth surfaces.
The wider-than-usual trails have proven especially popular during recent
months as more families have been looking to get outside and social
distance during the pandemic. The farm is open year-round, with crews
from Shaw Brothers Construction maintaining the trails that are used
by walkers and cyclists in the warm months and cross county skiers and
snowshoers during the winter. There are designated snowmobile trails
running through the property, as well.

MEMBER NEWS

Medical and future charitable work of the Shaw Brothers Family
Foundation “pays the community back.”
Growing the work of the foundation, also just “feels good,” said Dan.
So, they continue compiling lists of all they want to achieve at the farm
and through the foundation. The fields have been cut and are ready for
winter, and they are hoping to find a local volunteer to help groom the
ice at the skating pond this winter. And before they can move the barn,
they have plenty of trail maintenance and some farm roads to build.
Both brothers agree that they have their work on the farm and with
the foundation cut out for them “for the next 20 years.”
“Our dreams aren’t fulfilled yet,” said Jon. n

‘PAYING BACK’
The Shaws credit their employees, who through their hard work have
made so much happen. “If it wasn’t for our employees, none of this
would be possible,” said Jon. They also take pride in giving back to the
communities that have been their home and home to their business
for more than 40 years. Their hope is that the farm, their gift to Maine
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A walker heads down a forested
trail at Shaw Cherry Hill Farm.

Bradbury named
‘Director of the Year’

A

irport Experience News has
named Paul Bradbury, airport
d i r e c t o r f o r t h e Po r t l a n d
International Jetport (PWM), as
its 2020 Director of the Year in the
small airport category.
“In an incredibly challenging year for
airports, Paul Bradbury stood out because
of his unwavering commitment to advancing
the cause of airports on the national stage,”
said Melissa Montes, publisher of Airport
Experience News. “Those efforts, coupled with
his stellar management of PWM over the past
dozen years, made Paul an excellent choice for
Director of the Year.”
The airport is the busiest commercial
airport in Maine. In 2019, PWM recorded a
record number of passengers – 2,180,154 –
passing through its gates. That is an increase
of more than 440,000 passengers since 2008.
Passenger travel at the airport decreased
sharply in March and April this year due to the
travel restrictions caused by the coronavirus
epidemic. Passenger traffic has rebounded
partially since that time but still has yet to
reach 2019 levels. In August and September,
the jetport served a total of 151,148 passengers,
just about half of those served during the
same period in 2019. Nationally, air traffic is
estimated to be down by 60 percent.
The current downturn is just one more
chapter in Bradbury’s long career at the jetport.
He has served at PWM for more than 28 years,
beginning in 1992, and became airport director
in 2008 during the Great Recession. In the
subsequent 12 years, he has been instrumental
in attracting new service and building traffic
to a record 2.18 million passengers in 2019.
“I am honored to be recognized by Airport
Experience News as Director of the Year in the
small airports category,” Bradbury said. “The
PWM team and all of our business partners
recognize the importance of serving our
customers and providing the best possible
airport experience.”
Under Bradbury’s leadership, PWM has
undergone considerable expansion and
modernization. In 2011, the airport wrapped
up a multi-year, $75 million expansion that

Paul Bradbury, below, Jetport director since 2008, has
seen the airport through a major expansion and instituted
sustainability initiatives.

included updates to check-in areas and
security, reconfiguration of the airport access
road and terminal roads, and rehabilitation
and expansion of the parking garage.
Bradbury also has led the airport’s efforts
for sustainability. The 2011 expansion
included installation of a geothermal heating
and cooling system – the largest of its kind
in Maine. The geothermal heating plan has
reduced the airport’s consumption of heating
oil by more than 100,000 gallons per year.
The jetport has built and recently expanded
the nation’s first facility for re-manufacturing
aircraft deicing fluid (ADF) from used ADF
effluent captured from the aircraft deicing pad.
The jetport is the first airport in the country
to produce a new FAA-approved ADF from
used recycled fluid. PWM also receives and
processes used fluid from other airports which
it remanufactures and sells to other airports
in the region. Most recently, the jetport added
a third deicing pad. The $7.5 million project
included construction of the pad, as well as
740 linear feet of trench drain and more than a
mile of piping. The reclamation facility recycles
more than 1 million gallons of glycol annually,
including from other airports in the region.
The jetport has closed the loop, as well, using
100 percent recycled deicing fluid in its deicing
operations.
Bradbury, who served as MBTA president
in the 2019-2020 term, was a 2014 MBTA
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n A c h i e v e m e n t Aw a r d
recipient for his work in the public sector.

The jetport has been recognized many times
over for its leadership in customer service
and environmental innovation. In 2018,
PWM received the Governor’s Award for
Environmental Excellence. The jetport also
has received several other awards, including
Best Airport in North America serving
fewer than two million passengers and Best
Customer Service from the Airports Council
International.
PWM’s beginnings were humble. It began
as a private airstrip in the late 1920s built by
Dr. Clifford “Kip” Strange, a flying enthusiast.
Boston & Maine Airways inaugurated
airline service at the Portland facility when
it moved from Scarborough in 1934. The
city of Portland bought the airfield in 1936
and built a third runway. In 1940, the Works
Progress Administration built Portland’s first
real terminal, a brick structure that is now the
general aviation terminal. n
FMI: To learn more, visit www.portlandjetport.org.
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CMP launches electric vehicle
charging station pilot

T

he transportation sector in
Maine is responsible for more
than 50 percent of Maine’s annual
greenhouse gas emissions. CMP
supports technologies and grid
improvements to dramatically lessen the
state’s dependence on fossil fuels and to reduce
emissions. Therefore, as part of
a new pilot program, Central
Maine Power (CMP) is seeking
applications from qualified
customers to host, purchase,
install, and operate Level 2 (L2)
Electric Vehicle (EV) chargers
to serve electric vehicles at
locations throughout the CMP
service territory.
CMP will provide up to
$4,000 per charging port to
assist in covering the cost of
the “make-ready” infrastructure needed to
install Level 2 electric vehicle chargers (240
volts). Level 2 chargers can provide a variety
of charging amperages and depending on the
amperage and vehicle battery capacity, they
typically fully charge a vehicle in four to eight
hours.
Funding for up to 60 charging ports is
available. CMP will perform the make-ready
(up front prep construction and charger service
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infrastructure) work up to the point of the
meter or charger at the customer’s discretion
including a service disconnect, underground
wiring, service panel, and concrete pedestal
between the customer’s existing service or a
new service and the vehicle charger. CMP will
own the infrastructure.

Eligible locations or uses of EV charging
equipment include those open to the public
as well as workplaces and multi-unit dwellings
(minimum of four units) and there is a fourport minimum required at each location. This
pilot program is available to non-residential
customers only.
CMP will contract the make-ready work to a
single contractor and the customer can choose
whether they want to have the same contractor

provide and install the vehicle charger, or
they can choose their own vendor. The cost
of the charger and the cost of any electrical
service upgrades or new service will be the
responsibility of the customer. Make-ready
infrastructure costs above $4,000 will be the
responsibility of the customer.
The review process
for acceptance into the
program began on October
1 and applications will be
considered on a first applied
– first reviewed basis. The
program will continue until
the maximum number of 60
ports is fulfilled.
Priority for selection to
participate in the program will
be given to customers installing
networked chargers. A full
description of customer responsibilities and
potential costs can be found in the Customer
Service Agreement.
The CMP program is being offered as an
alternative to the Efficiency Maine Trust pilot
program, which is offering a rebate for L2
make-ready installation. Interested customers
are only eligible for one of the two programs. n
FMI: For more information, visit www.cmpco.com.
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YOUR TEAM, YOUR CHOICE.

Whether your team is your family, your business,
or your employees, we believe in building winning
partnerships to protect your team for tomorrow.

Jackson Lab wraps up
phase 2 of expansion

T

he Jackson Laboratory recently
completed the second phase of
a multi-phase, $240 million
expansion at the site of a former
200,000-square-foot big box
store in Ellsworth. The $74 million
project will enable the lab to move the
majority of its mouse production to the
new site.
The first phase of the conversion
was completed in 2018. A third phase,
estimated to cost $80 million, is still in
the permitting stage.
According to the Bangor Daily News,
Catherine Longley, the lab’s executive
vice president and chief operating officer,
and Leah Graham, its manager for
government affairs, briefed the Ellsworth
City Council in October about the progress

the lab was making in converting the
former Lowe’s home improvement store
on Beechland Crossing into its primary
mouse reproduction facility. Jackson Lab
uses mice to study human health and
reproduces mice that it sells to biomedical
research facilities around the world.
The project was put on hold briefly in
March when the COVID-19 pandemic
first spread to Maine but resumed with
health and safety procedures in place
for all contractors, including social
distancing requirements, face masks and
symptom screening provided by Northern
Light Health.
This most recent phase of the
renovation included construction of
mouse reproduction rooms, as well as a
cafeteria and a gym for employees. To

date, the lab has hired approximately
90 employees to work at the Ellsworth
location with that number eventually
growing to 350 once the conversion is
completed.
The majority of the lab’s more
than 1,700 employees are based at its
headquarters on Mount Desert Island.
The Bangor Daily News reported that
the lab has had a significant impact on the
region’s economy.
In 2019, the lab injected $732 million
into the state economy, including $136
million that it paid to its employees.
The lab did business with 569 different
vendors in Maine last year and, as of the
end of 2019, was the 15th largest employer
in the state. n

C. A. Newcomb & Sons

Fence & Guardrail Company
Temporary Fence | Chain Link Fence
PVC Fence | Steel & Wood Guardrail
Used/Re-rolled Guardrail
Woven Wire Fence | Wood Fences
Iron & Aluminum Ornamental Fence
Electrical Gate Openers & Access Control
Down Hole Hammer Drill Service
Steel Bridge Rail
Distributor of Sonoco Sonotube

PERSONAL INSURANCE • EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE • SURETY

www.crossagency.com
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Cianbro wins
2020 ENR midAtlantic ‘Best Project’

Nadeau elected
president of Sewall

T

C
financial decisions and more during TFIC’s ownership of Sewall for the
past two years. His presidency is a natural evolution of this collaboration.
He understands the legacy of this iconic Maine company and how to
grow it and adapt it to changes in the world around us in our 140th
year in business. I couldn’t be more pleased with his insight, character,
temperament, and leadership qualities. Sewall couldn’t be in better
hands.” n

ianbro’s Brighton Dam Rehabilitation project in
Brookeville, Maryland, has won an Award of Merit in the
2020 Engineering News Record Mid-Atlantic competition.
The Cianbro project was one of only 25 projects selected.
The Cianbro project won in the Water/Environment category.
The Brighton Dam went into service in 1944 and spans the Patuxent
River between Montgomery and Howard counties. It created the
Triadelphia Reservoir which holds approximately 6.3 billion gallons
of source drinking water and provides approximately 30 percent of the
drinking water for local customers. For the project, Cianbro rehabilitated
13 tainter gates on the 76-year-old dam, resurfaced the dam’s concrete
spillway, and replaced the original intake gates and bar screens. The
project also included rehab work on a companion dam. The project is
expected to extend the useful life of the dam significantly.
Two panels of industry judges reviewed more than 80 projects located
throughout the mid-Atlantic region, including Delaware, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of Columbia.
The judges were divided into two groups and assigned a group of
categories. Projects were evaluated on the following criteria: the ability
of the project team to overcome challenges; the project’s contribution
to the industry and community; safety; and construction and design
quality. n

FMI: To learn more about the company, visit Sewall’s new web site at www.sewall.com.

FMI: To learn more, visit www.cianbro.com.

Chuck Nadeau

CIANBRO.COM

he Board of Directors of James W. Sewall Company (Sewall)
announced recently that Charles Nadeau has followed George
N. Campbell, Jr. as the 140-year-old company’s newest
president. Nadeau most recently served as the firm’s chief
financial officer and chief operating officer. During his tenure,
he and his team implemented a new enterprise resource planning system
to manage projects, accounting and human resources seamlessly at the
company.
In addition to overseeing accounting and human resources at
Sewall, Nadeau’s new role will encompass direction and leadership
of the company in partnership with Sewall CEO Andrew Nelson.
Sewall is a multi-disciplined consulting firm providing services to
government and the energy, utility and forest industries. Founded in
1880, Sewall is comprised of professional engineers, surveyors, natural
resource consultants, and geospatial and information consultants and
technologists. Sewall’s owner, Treadwell Franklin Infrastructure Capital
LLC (TFIC), develops P3 infrastructure projects in addition to overseeing
accounting and human resources at Sewall.
George Campbell will continue as a Sewall board member and chair of
the board of Sewall’s parent company, Treadwell Franklin Infrastructure
Capital. His primary responsibilities will center on business development
and strengthening of key business alliances critical to the success of both
TFIC and Sewall.
Of his new role, Nadeau said, “I am excited to work with our industryleading team to continue the great work Sewall has been doing under
George’s leadership. Our efforts will continue to be client and solutions
focused, with emphasis on advancing Sewall as among the premier
employers within Maine and beyond.”
George Campbell said: “Chuck and I have teamed up on major

The Brighton Dam Rehabilitation Project in Brookeville, Maryland. The work Cianbro
crews did on the project is expected to increase the working life of the 76-year-old
dam considerably.

MBTA members on ‘best places’ list

since 1924, we’ve built bridge, highway, power and marine
projects – and a reputation for excellence.
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T

he Maine State Council of the Society
for Human Resource Management
announced the winners in the 15th
annual “Best Places to Work in
Maine” program. This year seven
MBTA members were among the 84 companies
that met the criteria of a “Best Place to Work
in Maine.”
Two MBTA members – Bernstein Shur
and CES, Inc. – achieved recognition in the
medium size employer category (50-249
employees). The remaining five companies –
Bangor Savings Bank, Burns & McDonnell,

Darling’s, Machias Savings Bank and TD
Bank – were recognized in the large employer
category (250 or more employees).
The program began in 2006 and recognizes
companies that have established and
consistently fostered outstanding workplace
environments. The organization that manages
the program, Best Companies Group, gathered
information from all registered organizations
including employee benefits and workplace
policies. The program also surveys employees
to measure their job and workplace satisfaction.
Participating companies receive an

Employee Feedback Report in an effort to help
them identify strengths and find opportunities
to continue building a better workplace. The
report summarizes employee engagement
and satisfaction data and includes employees’
written comments. The report is used by
many organizations to make significant
improvements in their workplace culture.
The program is part of a long-term initiative
to encourage growth and excellence in
companies throughout the state. n
FMI: To learn more, visit bestplacestoworkinme.com.
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Maine Sportsman features
Gorrill Palmer’s Holmes

C

hristi Holmes, a design
engineer for Gorrill Palmer
and a columnist for The
Maine Sportsman, was
recently featured on the
magazine’s September cover. Inside
she’s interviewed about her life and
life in the outdoors, which is becoming
more popular in these difficult times.
Holmes is well known to Maine
women who love outdoor recreation,
and she serves as a guide to those
looking to take it outside.
“ The outdoors can be super
overwhelming. There’s a lot of barriers
to entry,” said Holmes. “I would start
by asking around, do any of your
friends hunt and fish? Don’t be shy.”
She recommended asking if you can
tag along and to consider hiring a
registered Maine Guide for half a day.
“It’s well worth the money,” she said.
“Maine has a strong history of
women in the outdoors. The first
Maine Guide was a woman,” said
Holmes in an interview on News
Center for Women’s Equality Day.

The September 2020 issue of The Maine Sportsman featured
Christi Holmes.

She also knows how to properly
clean a squid, if you like calamari. Most
of what she does she taught herself.
Holmes graduated from the
University of Maine in 2010 where she
helped found the student chapter of
Engineers without Borders. Holmes is
trained in OSHA’s 40-hour hazardous
waste operations and emergency
response (HAZWOPER) program and
recently was keynote speaker for the
Society of Women Engineers’ annual
luncheon at UMaine.
Prior to joining Gorrill Palmer,
Holmes worked for CES, Inc. in
Machias where she served as branch
head engineer, branch safety officer
and a member of the firm’s Wellness
Committee. While a student at
UMaine, Holmes presented a student
research paper at the 2008 Maine
Transportation Conference. In 2009,
the MBTA Educational Foundation
awarded her a $1,000 scholarship, and
in 2007, she received an MBTA-ASCE
Transportation Scholarship. n

YOUR LOCAL CONTECH TEAM:

ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS
Contech holds the Maine State Culvert and Reline Contract
available to DOT Regions & Municipalities

Steve Wolf, P.E.
Culverts, Relining, Stormwater
Steel & Aluminum Structural Plate
802-233-9110

Hewins steps back at
HospitalityMaine

S

teve Hewins, president and
CEO of the trade association
HospitalityMaine, will leave his
post at the end of the year to focus
on its educational foundation.
HospitalityMaine is Maine’s largest restaurant
and lodging trade association.
The HospitalityMaine board expects to
name a successor before Hewins’ departure,
and Hewins will participate in the search
process, according to a story in MaineBiz.
“It has been an honor and a pleasure to
serve [members] in my role as leader of the
association. We have certainly traveled a long
way these past four and a half years,” he said in
a statement. Hewins will transition to working
with the HM Foundation, that he helped form
earlier this year.
“The foundation has a large role to play in
the restart and rebuild of our industry, and I
am especially passionate about the need for
a sustainable education and career pathway
to develop the new generation of hospitality
professionals needed in the post-COVID
economy,” Hewins said in his letter.
His work with what is now HospitalityMaine
dates to 2016 when he was named to head the
Maine Restaurant Association and the Maine
Innkeepers Association, succeeding Greg
Dugal, who left the roles to direct government
affairs for the two nonprofits. They merged
in 2018. HospitalityMaine is a member of
Maine Better Transportation Association, as
was its predecessor organization, the Maine

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

firm to AAA
Northern
New England. For six
years he then
served as
that organization’s vice
president
of travel
and branch
operations.
He later
was executive Steve Hewins
director of Portland Downtown, a nonprofit
organization whose mission is to build and
promote the city’s center as a vibrant business,
residential and tourism destination. During his
time there, Portland Downtown implemented a
new strategic plan, contemporized its branding
and web sites and expanded city-wide events,
including the Old Port Festival.
Hewins is a trustee of the Maine Historical
Society, and serves on the boards of the
University of Maine Alumni Association, Visit
Portland, the Maine Tourism Association, USM
Hospitality and Tourism Advisory Program,
SMCC Culinary and Hospitality Program,
and Husson University’s College of Business
Advisory Board. n

Innkeepers Association.
More recently, Hewins has helped navigate
HospitalityMaine and its 1,000 members
through the COVID-19 crisis, and served as
a voice for one of Maine’s economic sectors
hardest hit by the pandemic.
In June, the Augusta-based organization
joined with the Maine Tourism Association,
the Retail Association of Maine and other
groups to propose an $800 million plan to
help the state’s tourist industry recover from
coronavirus-related shutdowns.
At that time, the pandemic had already cost
Maine more than 105,000 lost jobs, according
to the Maine Department of Labor, including
12,000 in retail and 42,600 in hospitality.
Dana Connors, president of the Maine
Chamber of Commerce, hailed Hewins for his
leadership of HospitalityMaine, calling Hewins
a “first-class guy” and praised the way he has
responded to the crisis.
“You never felt for a moment that
[HospitalityMaine] was being cavalier. The
message has been, we’re responsible and
respectful of public health,” Connors told
MaineBiz.
Steve DiMillo, HospitalityMaine chairman
and manager of DiMillo’s On the Waterfront in
Portland, said in a news release, “Steve Hewins
has done a great job leading our ever-changing
industry during these challenging times.”
Hewins, a graduate of the University of
Maine, founded Hewins Travel Consultants,
which he headed until 2007, when he sold the

FMI: To learn more about HospitalityMaine, visit
www.hospitalitymaine.com.

SUSTAINABLE RESULTS

Glenn Robie
Precast, Plate & Truss Bridges
207-232-3228
Justin Reardon, P.E.
Vehicular & Pedestrian Truss Bridges
207-885-6125
Joshua Stackhouse
Stormwater Treatment & Detention
207-219-9110
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Sebago Technics adds 6
Chris LaMotte

Francine Nason

S

Jeffrey Pollard

ebago Technics, an employee-owned, engineering
consulting firm based in South Portland, has added six new
people to the team.
Chris LaMotte has joined the firm as a senior surveyor.
LaMotte is a graduate of the University of Maine with a
degree in survey engineering technology and a certificate in GIS from
the University of Maine-Machias. He has worked for Maine survey firms
for the last three years.
Francine Nason, a billing and contracts specialist, is a graduate of
Husson College with a degree in accounting. She will support the finance
team and all project managers in preparing, reviewing and issuing
project proposals and contracts.
Jeffrey Pollard, a civil engineer, was an intern with Sebago in the
summer of 2019 and is a recent graduate of the University of Maine
with a degree in civil engineering.

Oscar Keydel

Christopher Taylor

Aaron Radziucz

Oscar Keydel, a surveyor, recently graduated from the University of
Maine with a degree in surveying engineering technology.
Christopher Taylor has joined the firm as a senior project engineer.
A graduate of the University of New Hampshire with a degree in civil
engineering, Chris worked for small civil engineering companies in
Connecticut for the last nine years.
Aaron Radziucz, a civil engineer, is a recent graduate of the University
of Maine with a degree in civil engineering and a minor in economics.
He has previous experience providing MaineDOT project inspection
services.
Founded in 1981, Sebago Technics is a Maine-based land development
consulting firm offering civil engineering, survey, landscape architecture,
GIS, traffic/transportation engineering and environmental services. n

Chris Fogg, 54
Chris Fogg, former head of the Maine
Tourism Association and the Bar Harbor
Chamber of Commerce, died suddenly of a heart
attack on October 17. He was 54.
A Farmingdale resident, Fogg took command
of the Maine Tourism Association as its chief
executive officer in 2015 after eight years as
executive director of the Bar Harbor chamber.
He was an active leader of the organization,
serving as a spokesperson and frequently writing
opinion columns on behalf of the industry for the
Bangor Daily News.
Alf Anderson, the Bar Harbor chamber’s
executive director, described Fogg as “a
hardworking, passionate leader in our
community. His expertise in the tourism
industry and professional leadership helped
shape our chamber into the organization it is
today and for that, we are all extremely grateful.”

S
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from the association
last December.
In May, Fogg
launched Fogg Association Management
Consulting, a firm
that helped associations, chambers
of commerce and
nonprofit organiChris Fogg
zations
with
financial reporting, operations management,
job searches and strategic planning.
Fogg leaves behind a wife and two young sons.
Friends and associates have created a fund to
support Fogg’s sons. Contributions can be made
payable to the Fogg Family Memorial Fund
and mailed to: c/o Kennebec Savings Bank, 1
Northern Avenue, Farmingdale, Maine 04344. n

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

FMI: For more information, please visit www.sebagotechnics.com.

Twitchell elected to Clark board

cott Twitchell has been elected
to the Clark Insurance board of
directors, the company announced
in September. Twitchell is executive
vice president of sales at Clark and,
as a member of the management team, he is
responsible for the strategic growth of the
Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts
markets.
Twitchell began his insurance career with
Scott Twitchell
Banknorth Insurance, and eventually became
part of the leadership team that grew to be
TD Banknorth Insurance, TD Insurance, and most recently USI
Insurance Services. Twitchell left the position of USI’s president for
the state of Maine to join Clark Insurance.
Twitchell graduated from Bowdoin College and has attended
executive MBA classes through Boston University and the University
of Southern Maine. He holds his Certified Insurance Councilors
(CIC) designation, is a recent member of the advisory board for

Chamber member Earl Brechlin described
Fogg’s death as “a giant loss for his family and
all of Maine. . . He was a tireless worker for this
town, this island and this state.”
As CEO, Fogg oversaw the 1,500-member
state-wide tourism association, including
seven state visitor information centers and 90
employees. The organization produced the
official state-wide visitors guide, Maine Invites
You, and the official state highway map, with
Fogg representing the tourism industry with
the state legislature.
Last year, Fogg was elected to the U.S. Travel
Association’s board of directors as an at-large
director for 2019-21, a role he hoped would allow
him to advocate for the Maine tourism industry
and to continue to build awareness of the
economic benefits and workforce opportunities
that travel and tourism create. Fogg resigned

AIG Insurance, Hanover Insurance and Acadia Insurance. He has a
strong client base in the fuel oil and propane industry. He serves on
the Maine board for Junior Achievement, as well as Bowdoin College
Fraternal Chi Psi, and is a dedicated baseball coach, umpire and
booster.
“We’re excited to welcome Scott to the board of directors at Clark
Insurance,” said Clark President Jeff Shaw. “Scott brings significant
industry knowledge and experience that complements our teamcentered approach to insurance and service.”
Founded in 1931, Clark Insurance is a 100 percent employee-owned
independent insurance agency. With more than 120 employees in
seven offices across Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts, Clark
is one of the largest independent agencies in New England. Clark’s
services include business insurance, personal insurance, employee
benefits, bonds, life, health, annuities, and safety and risk consulting
services. n
FMI: To learn more, visit www.clarkinsurance.com.

FAX 854-3636 TOLL FREE 1-877-993-3624

DAYTON SAND & GRAVEL INC.

928 Goodwin Mills Rd., Dayton, ME
Tel: 207-499-2306 - In ME: 1-800-339-2700
Fax: 207-499-7102

This space for sale.
Call MBTA,
207-622-0526

www.kennebecrental.com

Hydroseeding
Snow removal
Vegetation control
Erosion control
Redi Rock wall installation
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Dale Peabody, MaineDOT Director of Research & Innovation

Strengthening
infrastructure
and partnerships

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!
Over the last three years, we have been adding capacity to our plant, terminals and logistics to create an
exceptional experience for our customers.
Our mission is now accomplished; the plant has commissioned two new silos with 180,000 mt of cement storage,
the Bronx Terminal and its two truck lanes are fully operational, the new dome, two scales and warehouse in
our Providence Terminal make this 75,000 mt facility the best in its class, and we added the NACC New Yorker,
a 28,000 mt cement vessel, to our fleet supplying the Northeastern U.S.
We are deeply grateful to our customers and partners who took a chance on us when we were new to the
industry and stood by us as we expanded to meet their growing needs. Today, our product is second to none,
our reputation is strong, and the future looks very bright.

www.mcinniscement.com
1.888.MCINNIS (1.888.624.6647)
High Standards. Customer Conscious. Ecologically Sound.

A

BRIDGE LOAD RATINGS
In 2007, MaineDOT completed the first Keeping Our Bridges Safe report.
That report provided a comprehensive review of our bridge inventory and
made recommendations to improve our ability to effectively maintain
and preserve these bridges. Since the report was released, we’ve been
working with UMaine to provide more advanced modeling and loadtesting techniques to keep our good bridges open to truck traffic.
There are many bridges (like reinforced concrete slabs and concrete
T-beam bridges) built 50 or more years ago that have provided safe passage for fully-loaded trucks with no sign of wear or distress. However,
the national design and rating codes have changed, and when our bridge
engineers use these updated
codes, the results often show
bridges are unable to withstand these heavier loads.
Thus, bridges require load
postings, strengthening, or
sometimes even expensive
replacements. Other alternatives include conducting
more advanced engineering
modeling (called finite element modeling) and instrumenting and measuring
bridge responses to loaded
dump trucks.
Enter our partnership
with UMaine. Researchers
have been able to develop
modeling techniques that
our bridge engineers can
use to conduct live load
testing on dozens of bridges. The MaineDOT Bridge
Team then uses these results to make better informed decisions on the
future of our bridges. This has saved millions of dollars in unecessary
bridge replacements and kept bridges open for businesses and the trucking industry.

COMPOSITE TUB GIRDER
Over the past 20 years, MaineDOT, UMaine, and the Maine composites
industry have worked together to identify the best applications for
the use of fiber-reinforced polymer composite materials (composites)
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2020 MAINE TRAILS
n

53

MAI NED OT

We promised you excellence and are
proud to deliver on that promise every day.

cross New England, experts at state transportation agencies
are tapping into the creativity and ingenuity of university
students to strengthen the region’s infrastructure. Entering
the third year, these partnerships are working toward
producing practical and sustainable innovations for New
England’s transportation systems.
In 2018, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) selected the
University of Maine to lead the creation of a highly competitive University
Transportation Center (UTC) called the Transportation Infrastructure
Durability Center (TIDC). Five other New England universities joined
UMaine, and all six state transportation departments in the region
are also involved. For the next five years, the U.S. DOT will provide
$12.5 million in funding to
this UMaine-led coalition.
Research projects require
a funding match, bringing
the total program investment to $25 million.
The mission of the TIDC
is to develop innovative,
sustainable, next-generation solutions to improve
the durability and extend
the lifespan of existing
and new transportation
assets in New England
and beyond. The goal is
to improve the cost-effectiveness of transportation
infrastructure through
transformative research,
education, outreach, workforce development, and
technology transfer through
Live load-testing a reinforced concrete slab bridge.
four research thrust areas:
1) monitoring and assessment; 2) new materials for longevity and constructability; 3) new systems for longevity and constructability; and 4)
connectivity for enhanced asset and performance management.
There are 31 current research projects. The clear message from DOT is
that the research should lead to practical results that can be implemented
to improve our infrastructure. MaineDOT is fully supportive and
committed to working with UMaine and the TIDC to solve real world
problems.
We’ve chosen two projects in this column.

Call us for everything
you need on your job.

Maine
Bangor

(207) 262-6276

Augusta

(207) 622-0821

Portland

(207) 775-5764

Because roads don’t always follow
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Concrete repair and restoration
Geotextiles and erosion control
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Hand tools and power tools
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Anchors and fasteners
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Reinforcing steel and rebar
Tilt-up and precast supplies
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Safety equipment

in transportation
bridges could lead to
infrastructure. The
a transformational
most recent technology,
technology in bridge
a composite tub girder,
engineering.
was developed by a
These researchers
partnership involving
are working toward
UMaine and Advanced
c u tt i n g - e d g e
Infrastructure Techsolutions to improve
nologies Bridges in
the durability of
Brewer.
transportation assets
The composite
in New England
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installed at two bridge
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involvement in this
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work will generate new
completed this fall at
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the Grist Mill Bridge. Crews place a composite tub girder developed by TIDC in partnership with MaineDOT and Advanced Infrastruccontinue to benefit our
We are installing five ture Technologies at the Grist Mill Bridge site in Hampden.
infrastructure. Learn
girders that are 75 feet long and 50 inches deep. These girders will be
more about the TIDC by visiting the program’s website, www.tidc-utc.
load-tested and monitored using bridge diagnostic instrumentation and
org. n
fiberoptic sensors to ensure loads and strains are in line with the design
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: In addition to serving as MaineDOT director of research and
methodology.
innovation, Dale Peabody is chair of the TIDC Advisory Board and co-chair of the Maine
Composite materials have been used in the aerospace and marine
Transportation Conference Planning Committee.
industries for years. The materials have high strength qualities, are
lightweight, and are non-corrosive. Completion of the two Hampden

PLASTIC PIPE FABRICATION

PRODUCTS YOU NEED,
EXPERT SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON.

Set Up for Success.

are from a company that does.

Through Cianbro’s Workforce Development Programs,
our craft professionals can grow in their trade and
become multi-skilled. From entry level to leadership
positions, our team members have the opportunity to
benefit from a company that invests in the learning and
development of its team.

Maine’s most trusted source for quality wood,
galvanized and Corten steel guardrails.
(207) 829-5549 • MAINLINEFENCE.COM

FABRICATION
From Catch Basins
to Manholes, whatever HDPE product
your job requires,
we can design and
manufacture it.

REHABILITATION

INSPECTION

Our rehabilitation
products and
services will be
sure to save your
organization down
time, cost and public
disruption.

Safely verify an
installation has been
done correctly and
evaluate any issues
with CCTV/ROV
camera inspections.

Team PPF is a leader in water, wastewater and
stormwater structural rehabilitation services.
We’ve expanded our offerings to include: media
filtration remediation services, inspection services, and GIS (geographic information system
installations).
For more information, check out our website or call
us call today!

Learn more at www.cianbro.com
www.letsmovewater.com | #letsmovewater

A DIVISION OF
E.J. PRESCOTT, INC.

WWW.TEAMPPF.COM │ 207.582.4795
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MAIN EDOT

Now together to serve Maine area pro contractors even better!

Call us

General Contractor
specializing in:
Paving the future since 1935

• Building structures
• Concrete structures
• Highways
• Landfills
• Site work

(207)782-7372
782-7372
(207)
50
Alfred
Plourde
Parkway
50 Alfred Plourde Parkway
Lewiston, ME 04240
Lewiston, ME 04242
gendroncorp.com

G

GENDRON GENDRON

G

•
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy/Highway Construction
Underground Utility Installation/Repairs
Commercial Site Preparation/Construction
Airport/Airfield Construction
Wetland Construction/Remediation
Bituminous Pavement Installation

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cold Milling and Reclaiming of Existing Pavement
Aggregate Production and Sales
Bituminous Pavement Production and Sales
Crane Work
Snow Removal/Winter Services
Design-Build Projects

Stone, Gravel and Hot Mix Available Saturdays 6:00 am-1:00 pm during paving season (please call the day before for large volumes)
Office: 207.729.3331 | Fax: 207.725.0926 | 103 Lewiston Road, P.O. Box 5001 Topsham, Maine 04086
An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer

GENDRON & GENDRON
General Contractor Since 1972
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Bridgestone Firestone Michelin Tires

L E T’S GET GO I NG!

Maine Better Transportation Association advocates for investment in safe, efficient
transportation, including road, rail, air, marine and bike-ped.
Join the effort. FMI: mbtaonline.org
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GROUND
BREAKERS
0% FOR 60 MONTHS WITH ZERO DOWN*
Apply 0% on Cat® Attachments too!
Because your business never stops, we want owning new Cat® compact equipment to be simple and hassle-free. Right
now, you can take advantage of zero down and zero interest with unmatched support from Milton CAT. Plus, this finance
rate can be applied to attachment purchases, helping you get more done for less.
Just a few of the new ways we say, “Hello and welcome to Milton CAT.”

LET’S DO THE WORK.

™

Call your
sales representative
or nearest location.
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Scarborough, ME
16 Pleasant Hill Road
(207) 883-9586
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In it
to win it

P OS TER: GOVERNMENT & GEOG RA PHI C INFORM ATION COLLECTION, NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES. RATION FOLDER: COLLECTION OF N ORWAY, MAIN E HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Welcome,

W

e’re all in this together. That was the story in
January 1944 as the U.S. was entering the final
year of World War II. The Trail that month had
two stories on how, on the home front, the nation
was banding together by rationing essential supplies including gasoline.
In mid-1941, gasoline rationing began in 17 eastern states,
including Maine, as an attempt to help the American war effort.
By the end of the year every state was rationing gasoline. Rubber was the first commodity to be rationed, after the Japanese
invasion of the Dutch East Indies cut off the U.S. supply; the
shortage of rubber affected the availability of products such as
tires. Rationing gasoline, it was reasoned, would conserve rubber
by reducing the number of miles Americans drove.
At first that created a lot of whining. A voluntary program
proved unsuccessful. Proving it could remain obstinate even in
the face of a national crisis, Congress balked at imposing gas
rationing. Forcing Americans to curtail their driving would be
bad for business, many legislators argued. They evidently feared
voter backlash more than they did Adolf Hitler or Emperor Hirohito. But the president, FDR, would have none of it. Backed
by government procurement agencies and military leaders, the
president ordered gasoline rationing to last “the duration.”
There was a dark side to the story, as the government was
planning to mail ration coupons to undisclosed issuing centers
to reduce theft and hobble a rampant black market at the local
level. That issue of The Trail also wrote about Mainer Harry E.
Libby of Island Falls, one of three appointed to the War Price
and Rationing Board in the northeast, the agency created to keep
an eye on things. n

Educational Use Only www.MaineMemory.net Copyright 2003

During World War II, many commodities were rationed, including
gasoline.The United States Office of Price Administration used public
Contributed to Maine Memory Network by the Norway Historical Society
Date:service
September 1944messages on posters including this one (top) from 1943 to urge
Description: Mileage ration card for Leslie H. Flint of Norway, Maine.
Americans to think about the troops – and their neighbors. A mileage
ration folder (bottom) for Leslie H. Flint of Norway, Maine.

Brewer, ME
79 Robertson Boulevard
(207) 989-1890
miltoncat.com
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Shaw Brothers Paving Plant

Kittery Bridge Demo

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
HIGHWAY • SITE • UTILITY • PAVING • AGGREGATES
Tel: (207) 839-2552

Fax: (207) 839-6239

Web Site: www.shawbrothers.com

INCREASE PRODUCTION WHILE LOWERING FUEL COSTS
• Komatsu SmartLoader Logic for optimal energy savings
• Large capacity torque converter with lock-up
• All-new cab for comfort and visibility
• Powerful 272 HP engine

Gorham, ME 04038

E-Mail: info@shawbrothers.com

207 PERRY ROAD – BANGOR
17 HOULTON RD. – PRESQUE ISLE
2160 HOTEL RD. - AUBURN

OLANJUWON LUKIE / ASSEMBLER / NEWBERRY, SC

837 PORTLAND RD. – SACO

“Komatsu loaders are tough. The loaders I assemble here in South Carolina are built
to high standards. I know because my team and I meet and exceed those standards
every day. Our goal is to build you a product that will handle the jobs you throw
at it and keep coming back for more. And that’s why I AM KOMATSU.”

When quality & dependability matter, depend on Whited Truck Center!!

MADE WITH PASSION AND PRIDE
4 LOCATIONS FOR SERVE ALL YOUR TRUCK & TRAILER NEEDS!
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Maine
Gorham
207-591-5482
207-591-5515
Bangor
207-942-0177
207-942-1371
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Farmington
207-778-6595
207-778-2095

Lancaster
603-788-5591
603-788-2208

Henrietta
585-334-6770
585-334-9416

Latham
518-785-4500
518-783-1773

New
Hampshire
Manchester
603-627-7696
603-627-5731

New York
Allegany
716-372-8822
716-372-7198

Endicott
607-748-3400
607-748-5564

Tonawanda
716-877-1992
716-877-1581

Watertown
315-788-5512
315-785-8326

Syracuse
315-463-8673
315-437-2619

Pennsylvania
Clearfield
814-765-5311
814-765-6820
Bridgeville
412-343-2300
412-504-4251

Shippenville
814-226-4100
814-226-5821
Somerset
814-443-2867
814-443-4592

Cambridge
Springs
814-398-8819
814-398-8966
Vermont
East Montpelier
802-223-9689
802-223-1418

West Virginia
South
Charleston
304-756-2800
304-756-2799

00066
00
006

Pleasant Valley
304-366-3075
304-366-7214

www.andersonequip.com
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Since 1929, Chadwick-BaRoss has supplied New England states with
powerful, reliant equipment and the support to match. We’ve been
here for 90 years and we’re only getting better.
See what gives us staying power - visit your local Chadwick-BaRoss today.

CHADWICK-BAROSS

chadwick-baross.com

