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One Tough Animal

BOBCAT.COM

PREPARE FOR WINTER ... AND PROFIT.

When nature tests you, you can push back with
revolutionary R-Series loaders and an extensive
lineup of Bobcat® snow removal attachments.

Jordan Equipment Company Jordan Equipment Company

18 BLACKSTRAP ROAD 35 DAVES WAY
FALMOUTH, ME HERMON, ME
(207) 797-2240 (207) 848-9036

http://bobcat.jordanequipment.com

BUILDING TOGETHER

With Our Clients, Communities, and Stakeholders.

953 0dlin Rd
@ 207.945.0873 Bangor ME 04401

Find us on social media and the web: 3

Northeast Paving

is proud to serve Maine
as one of the state’s
leading civil contractors.

We are committed to
delivering the highest

quality services and
products, including:

asphalt paving and
manufacturing

site development
civil construction
design-build

www.northeast-paving.com
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Our Mission...
Integrity
Expertise
Dedication
Relationships

2021 & 2022

THE /
ROWLEY
AGENCY

INC.
INSURANCE * BONDS * BENEFITS

...an Assurex Global Partner
1-800-238-3840

www.rowleyagency.com

Serving your
insurance needs throughout

New England since 1966,
with offices in Concord, NH,
Portland, ME,

Bennington, VT and
West Lebanon, NH
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Paving the future since 1935

Heavy/Highway Construction Cold Milling and Reclaiming of Existing Pavement
Underground Utility Installation/Repairs Aggregate Production and Sales

Commercial Site Preparation/Construction Bituminous Pavement Production and Sales
Airport/Airfield Construction Crane Work

Wetland Construction/Remediation Snow Removal/Winter Services

Bituminous Pavement Installation Design-Build Projects

Stone, Gravel and Hot Mix Available Saturdays 6:00 am-1:00 pm during paving season (please call the day before for large volumes)

Office: 207.729.3331 | Fax: 207.725.0926 | 103 Lewiston Road, P.0. Box 5001 Topsham, Maine 04086
An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer

LET’S MOVE

WATER

www.letsmovewater.com | #letsmovewater

With authority in 48
States and Canada, ﬂEP
our logistics company

specializes in flat and [RANSPORTATION

step deck services.
From coast to coast, Call us today!
we’ve got you covered. 207.582.5019

TP | Build a life with us.

lﬂ. l'l-ll'i-'ni sargent.us/careers FOR MORE INFO, CHECK OUT:

www.ejprescott.com/services/pep-transportation
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Grondin.

R. J. Grondin & Sons

11 Bartlett Road, Gorham, Maine 04038

EARTHMOVING SPECIALIST WITH INDUSTRY
REPUTATION FOR EXCELLENCE AND INTEGRITY

Highway / Heavy Construction

Commercial® Industrial ® Residential

Site Work e Utilities

Corporate Sales 207-883-3852 | Materials Sales 207-839-5544

HDSUPPLY

AH HARRIS WHITE CAP

Call us for everything
you need on your job.

m Concrete formwork and accessories
m (Concrete repair and restoration

| Geotextiles and erosion control

m Hand tools and power tools
m Anchors and fasteners
m Reinforcing steel and rebar

m Tilt-up and precast supplies

Bangor Augusta Portland m Safety equipment
(207) 262-6276 (207) 622-0821 (207) 775-5764
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We can help you move
your bottom line, too.

In our industry, there’s no such thing as “free time.”
That’s why Chadwick-BaRoss makes sure every second
counts. We’ll work with you to create business solutions
that help increase efficiency, decrease downtime, and
save you money. Whether it’s using telematic data to
help lower operating costs, finding ways to shave days
off a timeline, or navigating financing options, we get you
the most out of your investment.

For a location near you, visit us at chadwick-baross.com.

CHADWICK
BAROSS



Bonds..just Bonds!

SKILLINGS Two locations and a dozen bonding
specialists to help take your company
where you would like it to go.

SURETY BONDING

103 Park Street | P.0. Box 481 | Lewiston, ME 04243
Phone: 207. 753. 7300 | Fax: 207.753. 7310

491 Main Street | Bangor ME 04401
Phone: 207. 404. 5360 | Fax: 207.947. 7589

www.SSASurety.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Tony Grande, MBTA President

History lessons

A recent story in the Bangor Daily News offered some food for
thought on Maine’s interstate system — a vast network of
roads connecting Maine to the rest of the country — and what
the numbers mean and how they came to be.

HE STORY is also a reminder of
how quickly we come to take for
granted the lifelines that Maine’s
transportation system provides for
our communities and our economy.

The truth is transportation in Maine
is essential. According to the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics, more than 13,000
jobs in Maine are in the transportation sector,
an increase of 8.1 percent over the past decade,
and Mainers travel 14.8 billion miles a year (an
increase of 1.5 percent). Ninety billion dollars
in freight moves over our interstate highways
in Maine.

It’s also a good reminder of the importance
of the work we do and why we must keep
reminding the public just how important
it is to have a safe, reliable and efficient
transportation system.

Even before the creation of the Federal-Aid
Highway Act of 1956 - going back to the days
of the King’s Highway (today known as U.S
Route 1), Maine can trace a straight connection
between investment in transportation and
the well-being of its citizens and growth of its
communities.

In 1970, the Maine State Highway
Commission published A History of Maine
Roads, 1600-1970, and it begins with a nod to
the earliest days when European settlers first
came to the state. It tells a classic chicken-and-
egg story that links the early days of Maine’s
forest products industry with construction of
the region’s first road networks.

Among the earliest roads were “mastways,”
according to the document: “Maine’s tall firs
and spruce were a much-prized item as masts
for the Royal Navy. Crews of men would cut the
big trees and ‘swamp out’ a road to the nearest
waterway. In the Portland area modern streets
follow early mastways to Fore River; and the
village square at Freeport is so shaped because
of the room needed to swing the big sticks as
they were dragged to Mast Landing at the

“More than
13,000 jobs in
Maine are in the
transportation
sector, an
increase of 8.1
percent over the
past decade, and
Mainers travel
14.8 billion miles
a year (an
increase of 1.5
percent). Ninety
billion dollars in
freight moves
over our
interstate
highways in
Maine.”

Harraseeket River”

John Fremont Hill, a businessman who
served as Maine’s governor from 1901 to 1905,
was the first to call for a formal, public highway
system in the state in his inaugural address
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along with the funding for that highway
system. The legislature agreed and passed a
law that called on towns to designate the roads
that would become the network of state-aid
roads that form the backbone of Maine’s
transportation system. So even from the start,
our public highways were the roads that were
most important to our towns.

Many of today’s BDN readers grew up after
the 50s, 60s and 70s and would not be familiar
with the debate about building a vast network
of modern highways stretching coast-to-coast,
that we now know as the interstate system.
Much of the debate had to do with cost, of
course. For Maine, the idea was both radical
and innovative. The interstate was seen as a

way to connect Maine with Boston and New
York, and a way to expand our connections to
markets and suppliers south of us.

It was sold to the nation as a great civil
defense network, as well, and we should not
forget how, after World War II, we'd become
a nation with a heightened awareness of the
need to safeguard a way of life that worked for
us. Today roads are as much about protecting
our way of life as ever.

As more and more Mainers switch to electric
vehicles, we will need to step up our messaging
and make sure we work with our state leaders
to find a way to keep our vast network of roads,
bridges, ferries, ports, and rail healthy - and
Maine’s communities and economy thriving.

Speaking about driving, it has been
great traveling around the state to meet
with members - at the Infrastructure Golf
Classic, the Aroostook County Meeting, and
Transportation on Tap - over the past few
months.

Ilook forward to the events we have coming
up this fall - the Convention and Fall Golf
Tournament, our last Transportation on Tap
event in Freeport, and the PDH tour.

So, as you're driving on Maine’s highways
this Fall to attend one of our events, please
think back on the historic “mastways” that
started it all. And let’s continue to advocate for
maintaining and enhancing our transportation
system for future generations to look back on.

MBTA CALENDAR

Friday, October 7, 2022

Thursday, December 1

PDH TOUR MAINE TRANSPORTATION CONFERENCE
Portland - Biddeford Augusta Civic Center
Thursday, October 20 Thursday, December 8
TRANSPORTATION ON TAP HOLIDAY-SCHOLARSHIP MEETING
Maine Beer Company, Freeport Black Bear Inn, Orono
5 p.m.

Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers

Vi'.' 500 Southborough Drive
‘f, Suite 105B
1 South Portland, ME 04106

207.889.3150

TRASK-DECROW MACHINERY

Serving Maine for
more than 30 years

www.vhb.com

VHB’s roadway, structural,
traffic, environmental, and land
development professionals
deliver solutions that help

Maine thrive.

PORTABLE
EQUIPMENT Ibdosian
Sales - Service - Rentals Portable Power

WHERE DO WE GO NEXT?

Be a part of the transportation solution. Join MBTA. FMI: mbtaonline.org

52 US Route 1, Scarborough (207) 799-1538 800-287-1538 tdmgo.com
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A DIGEST OF RECENT TRANSPORTATION NEWS

A podcast only a
transportation
nerd could love

HIS AUGUST, the podcast AASHTO re:source Q + A cel-
ebrated its second anniversary. If that sounds esoteric, you
are definitely not a transportation engineer or planner.
The podcast, which was launched on August 3, 2020
with a snappy, under-2-minute broadcast in which Kim
Swanson, communications manager at AASHTO Resource and
Brian Johnson, AASHTO accreditation program manager, shared
banter and the podcast’s goals. “The whole point of this podcast is
to share more information with our customers and other interested
people in the transportation field about construction materials, test-
ing, inspection, quality management issues, continual improvement
issues,” said Johnson, adding “things that are not necessarily top of
mind for people, but we get these questions all the time.”

Recent episodes have
included topics such as:
“Common Concrete Non-

AASHIO
re:source

conformities” (July 12,
2022); “Digging into Soil
Classification and Com-
paction Samples 185/186”
(June 14, 2022); and
“Ignition Oven Correction
Factors with Dr. Carolina
Rodezno” (December 21,
2021). Two episodes this
summer have delved into the bible of materials standards which
released a new edition this year. The first episode was titled “Updates
to the 42nd Edition of AASHTO Materials Standards” (July 19,
2022) and featured guest Casey Soneira, AASHTO program man-
ager for engineering. The second, titled “From the Cutting Room
Floor - Standards Development” (July 16, 2022), took a deeper dive
into the process of standards development.

All of the episodes since the podcast launched are available
on Apple Podcasts, Spotify and Google Podcasts. They are also
at: www.buzzsprout.com/1246739.

Q&A

We’ve seen the future

ND THE future

is in golf carts.

Just ask the folks

of Peachtree

City in Georgia.
The suburb of Atlanta has
developed a 100-mile network
of trails that welcome golf
carts, e-bikes and, of course,
pedestrians for whom the
trails were originally built
going back to the late 1950s.
As the city has evolved, so
have the trails - they’ve been
widened to 10 feet and paved -
and the golf cart has become an accepted
form of transportation.

Peachtree City Mayor Kim Learnard
told Slate magazine that her city
(population 38,000) has more than
10,000 registered golf carts among its

roughly 13,000 households. City regulations
don’t require cart drivers to have a state-
issued driver’s license, but operators do
have to be 16 years or older without an
adult present. Slate reported that insurance
is optional, but encouraged. People still

commute to their jobs in cars,
but the carts are immensely
popular within the city limits.
High schoolers drive them to
school, families use them to go
to the store (with milk crates
bungeed on the back), for ice
cream or to cocktails with
friends.

Peachtree City even has a
golf cart featured in its city
seal. The Slate story also notes
that in 2015, Harvard Business
School saw a bright future for
the small, somewhat slow, but

nimble vehicles when it was studying
whether Tesla would disrupt the trans-
portation market. As Slate noted in its
article, “Their conclusion: A ‘souped-up
golf cart’ - not a Tesla - offered the most
transformative potential.”

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022 = MAINE TRAILS
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The new international bridge under
construction, viewed from the U.S. side of
the border. The old bridge can be seen on
the right.

The new Madawaska-
Edmundston International
Bridge is a boon for local
economies on both sides
of the border — and for
relations between
regional governments

By Betty Adams
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International

bridge.

ONSTRUCTION MACHINERY buzzes, beeps and hums in the
heart of this mill town as a new international bridge takes
shape above the Saint John River.
The Madawaska-Edmundston International Bridge
Project has been underway since last year, with workers
placing concrete even in the coldest days of winter, and continuing
through the high 80s and even warmer days of midsummer.

Reed & Reed of Woolwich won the $86.5 million contract to
construct the new bridge which will replace a century-old, 928-
foot, four-span truss bridge that has been weight-limited to 5 tons
- essentially the weight of a passenger vehicle - since October 2017.
Prior to that, the maximum allowable vehicle weight was 43.5 tons,
an environmental impact assessment notes.

The total project cost will be $97.5 million, according to the
MaineDOT website, which notes: “In 2019, this project received a
$36-million Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant
from the U.S. Federal Highway Administration. The remaining costs
are being shared by MaineDOT and NBDTI (the New Brunswick
Department of Transportation and Infrastructure.)”

Reed & Reed has erected a low, temporary trestle bridge over the
river that follows the alignment of the new bridge, that crosses the

DESCHAINE DIGITAL

International

relations.

Saint John River at about a 45-degree angle
some 1,400 feet upstream from the current
bridge. The temporary bridge provides access
for workers to build the river piers and erect the
bridge superstructure. Because of the new angled
alignment, the new structure will be nearly twice
the length of the existing bridge.

MEET IN THE MIDDLE

While Reed & Reed is building the three piers
and one abutment on the U.S. side of the river, a
Canadian subcontractor, Greenfield Construction
of Miramichi, New Brunswick, is building the
two piers and the abutment on the Canadian side
of the Saint John River. The waterway itself forms
the boundary between the United States and
Canada for about 80 miles. The new bridge also
crosses over the Maine Northern Railway and
Canadian National Railway lines that run along the banks of the river.

“It’s going well,” said Reed & Reed Chairman and CEO Jackson
Parker in mid-August. “We're pretty much right on schedule.” The steel

MaineDOT Commissioner Bruce Van Note

girders were due to be erected next, which Parker
termed “an important milestone in the project.”

Parker said the company has prior experience
with international bridges, having won the
contract in July 2014 to demolish the old bridge
between Fort Kent, Maine, and Clair, New
Brunswick, after a new one was erected. “We
were able to take some of the ‘lessons-learned’
from that project and apply them to this project,”
he said.

With regard to the Madawaska-Edmundston
bridge, he added, “MaineDOT has been a
tremendous partner. Everybody’s committed to
getting this project built in the fastest amount of
time so those communities can be reconnected.”
He also noted, “People in the local communities
have been helpful and supportive throughout
construction.”

Greg Letourneau, Reed & Reed senior superintendent at the
Madawaska site, said the temporary span is considered neutral
territory. “The folks at the border have been a really big help to

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022 = MAINE TRAILS 15

DESCHAINE DIGITAL



REED & REED TOP; JESSICA LOWEL BELOW

Heavy equipment on the temporary bridge that is serving as a work platform for crews from Maine and New Brunswick.

facilitate us getting things through our trestle,”
he said, adding that part of the arrangement
requires that “You have to exit through the same
border from which you come.”

And the trestle bridge has three gates, all of
which must be secured at the end of the workday.

Letourneau said communication between the
crews has been seamless.

“Fortunately everybody’s bilingual that we
work with over there.” During the summer bridge
workers were putting in 10.5-11 hour days, with
a smaller crew working half-days on Saturdays.

About 60 people were working on the bridge
project in mid-August as the haunch girders
were being readied to go on the concrete piers.
The seven-foot-tall straight girders (also known
as closure girders) link them.

“There’s 350 feet between each set of piers
and four girders that make up that connection
to get there,” Letourneau said while viewing the work from the U.S.
side of the river.

Below the second pier, rocks poke up from the riverbed, and
Letourneau noted that the river can be shallow enough to walk across
- except for a four-foot deep channel near the Canadian side.

WILD AND DEEP

However, Letourneau noted the Saint John River can be wild and
deep as well, particularly during the freshet with water flowing in
from the Allagash Wilderness Waterway plus rain and melting snow
from Canada, as the Saint John River rushes to empty into the Bay
of Fundy.

“There’s almost as much of a bridge below ground as there is

16 MAINE TRAILS = AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022

Reed & Reed CEO Jack Parker

above the ground,” said Letourneau. “We spent
a lot of time working in cofferdams last year.”
Each bridge pier is on six-foot diameter caissons
drilled into bedrock.

The new bridge itself will be about 1,800 feet
long and 45 feet wide, Letourneau said, with
two 12-foot-wide travel lanes, two six-foot-wide
shoulders, one six-foot-wide sidewalk, plus
curbs. Records show the existing bridge has a
roadway width of 20 feet, 8 inches.

The new bridge will have a concrete sidewalk
and the oversized shoulders will be paved, as will
the deck. Letourneau said the shoulders will have
more room to accommodate snowmobiles and
ATVs.

Twin Rivers Paper Company structures
dominate on both sides of the river. The specialty
paper firm has a pulp and energy complex
in Edmundston with the paper mill itself in
Madawaska. The company also has a utility bridge carrying a pipeline
across the Saint John River downstream from the existing bridge.

PORT OF ENTRY

And towering atop the Reed & Reed bridge construction site is
another project underway: a new border crossing station or Land
Port of Entry in Madawaska on 10.7-acres near Mill and Main streets.
J&J Contractors Inc., of North Billerica, Massachusetts won a $44.5
million contract and broke ground on the project last fall.

In announcing that project, which has a total cost of $65 million,
the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) noted that the new
building will house offices for these agencies: the Department of
Homeland Security’s Customs and Border Protection, the Department

The Reed & Reed crew removes a concrete form from a recently poured bridge pier.

of Health and Human Services’ Food and
Drug Administration and the GSA. The new
Land Port of Entry is scheduled to open in
late 2023 in conjunction with the new bridge.
(The Canadian Border Services Agency facility
was built in 1992 and was determined to be
adequate.)

‘VITAL CONNECTION POINTS’

The GSA also noted that the border crossing is
a major permit port in Maine, and listed annual
usage: 16,258 southbound trucks processed;
1,251 southbound pedestrians crossed;
52 southbound buses processed; 431,903
southbound POVs (privately owned vehicles)
processed.

An Environmental Impact Assessment
Registration prepared for the Province of New
Brunswick Department of Transportation
and Infrastructure in February 2018 by Stantec Consulting Ltd., of
Fredericton, New Brunswick, says, “According to available data from
Transport Canada, the Madawaska-Edmundston border crossing
processed approximately 1,484,000 vehicles in 2016 (3,993 passenger
cars per day and 73 commercial trucks per day on average). While the
proportion of passenger vehicle traffic to commercial vehicle traffic
is expected to remain roughly the same to the year 2030, traffic
volumes in general are predicted to increase by up to 10 percent by
2030. The capacity of the bridge will be designed to accommodate
the anticipated increase in traffic.”

Despite all the construction and the ongoing papermaking and train
movements, border crossings continue on the weight-limited bridge.
However, volumes were significantly lower during the pandemic when

Code Enforcement Officer Denise Duperré

cross-border travel was restricted.

When the construction contract award for
the bridge was announced in early April 2021,
MaineDOT Commissioner Bruce Van Note
said, “The year-long challenges associated with
the COVID-19 pandemic have laid bare the
importance of the connections between Maine
and Canada. We are eager to move forward with
this project to greatly improve one of these vital
connection points. This new bridge will improve
safety and support economic activities on both
sides of the international border.”

Maine Governor Janet Mills visited the bridge
construction site this year in mid-August, and
was quoted in a media release saying, “Replacing
the international bridge supports the safe travel
of American and Canadian residents and visitors
alike, as well as the strength of small businesses
who rely on the bridge to transport their products
across our borders.”

The new bridge is rated to carry over 70 tons, according to the New
Brunswick study, and is projected to last a century.

ECONOMIC BOOM

The two construction projects - and the people working on them -
have provided a welcome economic boom to Madawaska, a town of
approximately 4,000 people.

“It’s the most popular international border crossing next to Houlton
to capture the maritime and Quebec traffic because Edmundston is
a city hub and the (Trans-Canada Highway) passes through it,” said
Denise Duperré, code enforcement officer, administrative assistant
and addressing officer for the Town of Madawaska.

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022 = MAINE TRAILS 17

REED & REED TOP; JESSICA LOWEL BELOW



American
Concrete
Industries

PLANT LOCATIONS:

982 Minot Ave., Auburn, Maine 04210
Phone: 207-784-1388 | Fax: 866-414-9083

1717 Stillwater Ave., Veazie, Maine 04401
Phone: 207-947-8334 | Fax: 866-414-9083

Superior
Concrete

www.swcole.com
www.swcolex.com

info@swcole.com

Our Clients Make Better Decisions

from the Ground Up.

Geotechnical Engineering Construction Materials Testing  Special Inspections

Serving clients throughout New England from offices in Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Vermont.
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Maine Governor Janet Mills (second from left) toured the job site in August of this year with Madawaska Town Manager Gary Picard, Maine House
Transportation Committee Chair Representative Danny Martin, Maine Representative John Martin, and Maine Senate President Troy Jackson.

“That old bridge was not conducive to the
industrial traffic that it was seeing, let alone the
tourism, etc.,” said Duperré.

She said the townspeople helped transportation
officials see the value of having the recreational
lanes - essentially the wider shoulders - on the
new bridge.

“People are getting green, so theyre biking
and they’re walking, and if you’re going to walk
across this bridge every day, and the tourists
are going to come and cross it every day, why
not make it a focal point as well? This is where
the Acadians first landed, and Edmundston is
a city, so their tourism dollars are huge. So it
was in their interest as well to have something
worth taking the traffic off the Trans Canada and
making them come to the border.”

She noted that Reed & Reed worked with the local chamber of
commerce to have job fairs when the project started.

“Hotels are full, what little houses are for sale are sold. It brought
that economic impact into the area, as well as restaurants. These
people have to eat and (have) services. They’re buying things, gas,
so it’s good for the economy. It’s a good injection, especially right
after COVID.”

The new configuration for traffic from across the border - which
will leave the customs area and either head to Main Street or to the
entrance of the Two Rivers mill - will be an improvement as well,
particularly when the heavier tankers, trucks and B-trains come
through.

‘BACK TO NORMAL

Currently the five-ton weight limit on the existing bridge in Madawaska
forces tankers and other trucks to cross in Van Buren or Fort Kent. The
new bridge will allow those heavy vehicles to access the Trans-Canada
Highway in Edmundston for a much speedier and less circuitous route
west.

She says the area — with the city of Edmundston (population 16,500),
New Brunswick, just across the river - has all the conveniences.

Senior Superintendent Greg Letourneau

With the new bridge open, Duperré said,
things will be “back to normal.”

In particular, she is looking forward to a
smooth crossing over the new Madawaska-
Edmundston bridge on her snowmobile.

“I'm an avid snowmobiler,” she said. “I had
to bring my sled over a four-and-one-half-inch
metal lip with carbide skis, which is hard because
that’s metal on metal and then I had to ride the
grated cement. It was torture. It was literally
torture on your sled and on us.”

Currently she goes upstream to Fort Kent or
downstream to Van Buren to cross on concrete-
surfaced bridges in the regular traffic lanes.

On the new bridge in Madawaska, the
snowmobiles, ATVs and UTVs will have their
own recreational lanes in those wider shoulders.
“Now, you're not stopping traffic by crossing on your sled or your UTV
and you'’re keeping the flow going, the pedestrians, the recreational
vehicles and all the other traffic,” she said.

Gary Dufour, one of the directors of the Madawaska Four Corners
Park - a destination for bikers seeking to complete one of the Southern
California Motorcycle Association’s USA Four Corners Tours - and a
motorcycle rider for more than 45 years, is looking forward to a wider
and better bridge surface to replace the grating on the existing bridge.

“The old bridge is not friendly to motorcycles,” he said. “If you get
narrow tires on there you ride side to side.”

New Brunswick’s Transportation and Infrastructure Minister Jill
Green noted in a news release in April 2021, “This international
bridge is more than just a piece of infrastructure: it is an important
link that brings communities and countries together. This project
will contribute to our priority of energizing the private sector by
facilitating the movement of people and goods. This will allow our
businesses to remain competitive while fostering economic growth
in the region.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Betty Adams is a freelance writer and journalism instructor.
She lives in Augusta and can be reached at adamsbetty00O@gmail.com.
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Sanford on the rise

MaineDOT, Sanford awarded $25m in USDOT RAISE Grant
Funds for the Downtown Sanford Village Partnership Initiative

Submitted by the City of Sanford
N 2014, former University of New Hampshire classmates and city
engineers Matt Hill and Mike Casserly were talking about the level
of effort that would be needed to rebuild downtown Sanford: “We
need a TIGER Grant and Concord, New Hampshire just got one.
We should see how they did it” Thus began Sanford Engineering
Division’s effort to find the support and funding necessary to revitalize
the urban core of the city of Sanford.

Former MaineDOT Region 1 Engineer Kyle Hall, while on a tour of
Sanford Public Works shortly thereafter, noted that capital investments
are most successful when supported by a firm local commitment to
maintain the infrastructure.

City Engineer Hill (Casserly
has since retired from the
department) was new to the
public works director position
in Sanford and took that
comment to heart and began
to formalize Sanford’s routine
maintenance programs,
DPW Standard Operating
Procedures, closely budget and
track capital investment costs,
and had a pavement conditions
study performed by the BETA
Group at the direction of City
Manager Steve Buck.

The pavement conditions
study made dynamic
recommendations on
infrastructure investment
budgets that were presented
to the Sanford City Council
and supported on a grass-
roots level in Sanford
through the annual capital
improvement program (CIP)
and a notable voter-approved
construction bond passed in
2019 and built in 2020. By
continuing to fully-fund the
Roadway CIP, Sanford has
been able to plan ahead and
find matching opportunities
for its capital dollars through
MaineDOT’s Planning
Partnership Initiative (PPI)

Initiative (MPI) programs, |ife for local residents.

or : The RAISE grant projects cover a large area of Sanford’s city center and have been designed to
and Municipal Partnership  «repyild” the downtown by improving safety, attracting business and improving the quality of

MaineDOT’s Safe Routes to School Program, MaineDEP’s 319 Grant
Program, and other state-municipal cooperative agreements.

Sanford also has cultivated strong relationships with local quasi-
municipal underground utilities such as the Sanford Sewerage District
and Sanford Water District by frequently discussing the Five-Year
Roadway CIP plan and finding mutual areas of maintenance and capital
investment.

MaineDOT Project Manager Ernie Martin, partnering with Sanford
on several of these projects, was part of the team that ultimately
approached Sanford with the idea to bundle them into a RAISE Grant
application in 2022.

Hill believed that this
would be a game-changer,
“By that time,” he recalled,
“there was a good density of
projects including downtown
proper already in design and
following Federal guidelines
in Sanford. When we received
the USDOT Notice of Funding
Opportunity (NOFO) and saw
the respective merit criteria,
we knew we’d be a great
candidate.”

The merit criteria of the
NOFO closely mirrored
Sanford’s practices of
revitalizing the community
through partnerships and
collaboration, innovation,
economic competitiveness,
bettering quality of life,
environmental sustainability,
safety improvement, and
maintaining a state of good
repair. Many of those practices
had been featured in Sanford’s
Downtown PPI application to
MaineDOT in 2019.

Chris Mann, public service
coordinator in MaineDOT’s
Results & Information
Office, Dale Doughty,
director of the MaineDOT’s
Planning Office, and Andrew
Bickmore, director of Results

& Information, led the RAISE
Grant application process and
contracted Bluejay Advisors
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to write the proposal.

Matt Hill gathered and organized local supporting materials
including municipal initiatives from Sanford’s municipal department
heads, progress plans and studies from consultants including VHB,
Gorrill Palmer Consulting Engineers, Aceto Landscape Architects, and
Titcomb Associates.

Hill also solicited about three dozen letters of support including,
but not limited to, those from: Maine’s congressional and legislative
delegations; Governor Janet Mills; municipal leaders; state and

a continuous 10-foot wide multi-modal path. The Promenade will
embrace a highly walkable downtown and act as a key connector for
Sanford’s extensive bicycle and pedestrian trails network.

COTTAGE STREET / ROUTE 202: A principal arterial into Sanford
and its downtown, Cottage Street (Route 202) will have improvements
of 0.7 miles. The project will preserve the unique architecture along the
street and provide improved access to Sanford’s Historic Mill District.

WASHINGTON STREET: Washington Street also acts as a key
downtown connector into the Historic Mill District and will see

Sanford Department of Public Works front office staff and division supervisors. From left to right: Juliana Paulette, Peter Smith, Matt Provencher, Deneiker Smith-McLeod,

Matt Hill, Scott Robitaille, and Don Cabana (not pictured Nancy LeBrun).

local chambers of commerce; Maine Department of Environmental
Protection; Maine Department of Health and Human Services; York
County Emergency Management Agency; Portsmouth Naval Shipyard;
local utilities; York County Community Action Coalition; Bicycle
Coalition of Maine, York County Soil & Water Conservation District;
Sanford’s Friends of Downtown; private stakeholders; and Maine Better
Transportation Association.

The project consists of the following:

MAIN STREET: The complete reconstruction of approximately 0.5
miles of Sanford’s Main Street (Route 109) in the heart of downtown
and includes widening sidewalks, installation of energy-efficient
streetlights, parking improvements, and communications to include
new fiber optic conduits for SanfordNet Fiber. SanfordNet Fiber
Optic is a 45-mile municipally-owned network capable of supporting
significant innovative growth in the city’s downtown and mill districts.

WILLIAM OSCAR HENRY DRIVE-RIVERSIDE AVENUE-
MOUSAM PROMENADE: Improvements to roughly 0.5 miles of
William Oscar Emery Drive and Riverside Avenue to encompass
the Mousam Promenade. The Mousam Promenade, approximately
2.5 kilometers (or half of a 5K route), is a circumferential street
improvement around Sanford’s Number One Pond that will include

approximately 0.2 miles of improvements which will include replacing
the traffic signal at Washington, High, and River Streets.

SCHOOL STREET: School Street will see 0.2 miles of connectivity
improvements for downtown businesses and Central Park access.

EMERSON STREET PARK-AND-RIDE: A Park-and-Ride
facility will be built on Emerson Street to serve the Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard and other regional employers. The park and ride will be built
with sustainability in mind, with an emphasis on rideshare options,
vanpools, micro-transit, and EV charging station opportunities.

MULTIMODAL AND SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS: The project
will improve safety aspects on all the streets involved for pedestrians,
motorists, and all road users; it will modernize infrastructure to attract
potential employers, commercial, and residential development; and
meet MaineDOT standards.

In looking ahead to the improvements, Hill also wanted to give a
nod to city workers who have worked hard for the city to maintain its
infrastructure. He said: “I'd especially like to recognize the Sanford
Public Works Department, an invaluable team who has maintained this
city through thick and thin. They don’t get a lot of recognition, but they
are out there every day working hard. It will be up to all of us to see
this job through and maintain this investment for Sanford’s future.”

INNOVAT
£
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Cold wave

Groundbreaking for new cold storage facility in Portland

FTER SEVEN years of stops and

starts, ground has been broken

on a massive, 107,000-square-

foot Maine International Cold

Storage Facility on the Portland
waterfront. The groundbreaking ceremony
was held on August 22.

Located on Commercial Street next to
Maine’s sole shipping container terminal, the
Portland Press Herald reported the warehouse
has been touted as critical to expanding
freight through Portland and giving Maine
food and beverage companies a competitive
edge and access to world markets.

The Maine Port Authority originally issued
a call for proposals to design, build, finance
and operate a cold storage facility near the
city’s International Marine Terminal in 2014.
Americold, in partnership with shipper
Eimskip, was selected as the preferred bidder
in 2015, but the company pulled out during
the permitting process when neighbors
objected to the height of the proposed design.

Enter the partnership of the Amber
Infrastructure Group, Treadwell Franklin

Infrastructure and Eimskip in 2018, which
put together the successful design proposal
that is now under construction. The facility
is being built on land MaineDOT deeded to
the Maine Port Authority and is adjacent to
the International Marine Terminal and an
active freight rail line and has access to the
interstate.

With the new facility, European cargo
shippers who would otherwise have to
temporarily store food in Boston can deliver
their goods to Portland, where there is less
port congestion and easy rail access to markets
on the east coast. The facility, which will cover
107,000 square feet at the western end of the
harbor, will have capacity for about 22,000
pallets. It will have an estimated economic
impact of $500 million to $900 million each
year.

Pandemic disruptions delayed permitting
and construction plans, but also demonstrated
a continued need for refrigerated storage in
Maine, said Matt Burns, executive director of
the Maine Port Authority. “We have always
known there is significant demand for cold

chain logistics. Cold storage has always been
part of the master plan,” Burns told the
Portland Press Herald. “That demand for food
and beverage products and cold storage did
not decline and wane during the pandemic,
it seemed to get stronger.”

Refrigerated storage next to the
International Marine Terminal container
port will likely draw new customers, including
clients of Eimskip, the Icelandic shipping
company that specializes in transporting
cold and frozen freight, according to Tom
O’Shaughnessy, co-founder of Amber
Infrastructure. Since starting trips to Portland
in 2013, Eimskip, the sole company landing at
the terminal, has increased freight volume by
20 percent on average per year, with almost
38,2000 containers being handled at Portland
docks last year.

“I think bottom line, we are open for
business. Any carrier that wants to move
containers and freight through International
Marine Terminal, we are open to that,” Burns
said.

A cold storage building is the latest in a

Raising a shovel to celebrate the new cold storage facility in Portland (left to right): George Campbell, TFIC chair and advisory board member; Andrew Nelson, TFIC partner
and executive VP; MaineDOT Commissioner Bruce Van Note; Maine Governor Janet Mills; Tom 0’Shaughnessy, Amber Infrastructure principal; Maine Port Authority Executive

Director Matthew Burns; and Portland Mayor Kate Snyder.
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series of upgrades transforming the container
terminal from an abandoned space Portland
used for a snow dump to a hive of activity.
More investment is planned in coming years
to accommodate additional container storage,
allow larger ships and lure more shipping
companies to port, said Burns.

“The working waterfront is a staple of
Portland and an important facet of our
economy, supporting commercial fishermen
and facilitating international trade that has
put Maine on the map,” Governor Janet Mills

said at the groundbreaking ceremony. “With
this new and much-needed state-of-the-art
cold storage facility, we are expanding Maine’s
competitive edge on the international stage by
ensuring that businesses are able to keep food
production, storage, and distribution local —
rather than out of state — and saving them
money on transportation costs. This is a win
for our fishermen, our local businesses, and
our economy - and I am glad to get it done in
a climate-friendly way.”

Portland Mayor Kate Snyder shared that

sentiment, saying it would be a boon for
Maine’s food and beverage industry, and for
commercial fishing.

“With this new facility, food manufacturers,
wholesalers and retailers will no longer need
to rely on out-of-state providers to ship food
products originating in Maine,” she said.

Construction on the facility, estimated
to cost $55 million, is expected to ramp up
substantially by October and is scheduled to
open in February 2024.
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pedestrians killed increased by 18 percent
(from 6,205 to 7,342) and the number of
bicyclists killed increased by 16 percent (from
846 to 985). Pedestrian and bicycle deaths
accounted for 19 percent of all traffic fatalities
in 2021.

The TRIP report cites several sources in
its examination of the trend, including data
from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and The AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety
(AAAFTS).

involved crashes rose by nine percent from
2019 to 2020, and by five percent from 2020 to
2021. The number of unrestrained occupants
of passenger vehicles killed increased fifteen
percent from 2019 to 2020, and three percent
from 2020 to 2021. The number of people
killed in speeding-related traffic crashes
climbed eleven percent from 2019 to 2020,
and five percent from 2020 to 2021.

The severity of traffic crashes also increased,

The U.S. has a $146 billion backlog in
needed roadway safety improvements,
according to a 2017 report from the AAAFTS.
The report found implementing cost-effective
and needed roadway safety improvements
on U.S. roadways would save approximately
63,700 lives and reduce the number of
serious injuries as a result of traffic crashes by
approximately 350,000 over a 20-year period.

Additional funding for improved roadway
safety has been provided by
the bipartisan Infrastructure

1 9%

NUMBER SINCE Investment and Jobs Act

(I1IJA), which provides a
significant boost in federal

The significant increase
in traffic fatalities since
the onset of the pandemic

OF ALL TRAFFIC

TRIP REPORT

2-year tra

HE NUMBER of traffic fatalities in

the U.S. surged by 19 percent from

2019 to 2021. The report from

The Road Information Program

(TRIP) was released on June 29

and details the relationship between traffic

levels and fatalities for those two years. Titled

Addressing America’s Traffic Safety Crisis:

Examining the Causes of Increasing U.S.

Traffic Fatalities and Identifying Solutions

to Improve Road User Safety, the report

examines the counterintuitive and dramatic

increase in traffic fatalities that occurred

even as vehicle travel rates plummeted by 40
percent due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

But by October 2020, U.S. vehicle travel

rebounded to within nine percent of October

2019 levels. Overall U.S. vehicle travel in

c fatality surge

2020 was 11 percent lower than in 2019,
dropping from 3.3 trillion vehicle miles of
travel to 2.9 trillion. However, despite the
significant decrease in vehicle travel from
2019 to 2020, the overall number of traffic
fatalities during the same time increased by
eight percent (from 36,096 to 38,824) and
the traffic fatality rate per 100 million vehicle
miles of travel increased by 21 percent (from
1.11 to 1.34).

In 2021, as COVID-related restrictions
gradually lifted, U.S. vehicle travel increased
to approximately 3.2 trillion miles, a 10
percent increase over 2020 levels, but still
three percent below 2019’s pre-pandemic
levels. From 2020 to 2021 the number of
traffic fatalities increased by approximately
11 percent (from 38,824 to 42,915), roughly

on pace with the 10 percent increase in vehicle
travel during the same time, and the highest
number recorded since 2005. The traffic
fatality rate in 2021 rose to 1.35 fatalities per
100 million vehicle miles of travel.

The chart on page 25 shows the percentage
change from 2019 to 2020 and 2021 in U.S.
vehicle travel, the number of traffic fatalities
and the traffic fatality rate per 100 million
vehicle miles of travel. Data for Maine lists
traffic fatalities in 2019 at 157, in 2020 at 164,
and in 2021 at 162, an overall change of three
percent. Miles travelled during those years
was 14,871, 13,086 and 14,299, a decrease of
four percent.

Bicycle and pedestrian fatalities also
increased significantly over pre-pandemic
levels. From 2019 to 2021, the number of

SINCE 1924, WE’VE BUILT BRIDGE, HIGHWAY, POWER AND MARINE
PROJECTS = AND A REPUTATION FOR EXCELLENCE.
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appears largely related to
increased risks being taken
by drivers, according to data
from NHTSA.

AAAFTS drew similar

conclusions about the role 7,051

of increased risks being F“';O‘:;'“

taken by drivers during
the pandemic, noting that
drivers who maintained or
increased their pre-COVID
travel levels indicated that
they were more likely to engage in risky
driving behavior, including speeding, not
wearing a seat belt, being impaired and
driving aggressively.

“It is possible that many of the individuals
who were willing to travel - and even
increase their travel - despite the health risks
associated with the pandemic were already
more willing than average to take other risks,”
the AAAFTS report found.

Data from NHTSA indicates the number
of people killed in police-reported alcohol

. FATALITIES IN

8,327
FATALITIES FATALITIES
2021 2019

2021 U.5. PEDESTRIANS
AND BICYCLIST FATALITIES

18% HIGHER

THAN IN 2019

according to an analysis of the share of traffic
crash patients treated by emergency medical
services (EMS) who were evaluated as having
severe injuries. In 2020, the share of patients
treated by EMS at vehicle crashes who had
severe injuries was 21 percent higher than in
2019. Through the first eight months of 2021,
the share of patients who had severe injuries
was 17 percent higher than in 2019.
Increasing investment in roadway safety
improvements is likely to pay off in the form
of reduced fatal and serious traffic crashes.

2021 .5, TRAFFIC FATALITIES

19% HIGHER

THAN IN 2019

investment in roads, bridges
and transit and offers an
opportunity for the nation to
make progress in improving
the safety, reliability and
condition of America’s
F“z’;]lg"s transportation system. The

I1JA provides $454 billion
over the five-year period from
2022 to 2026 for investment
in highways and transit,
resulting in a 38 percent
increase in federal investment in 2022. The
I1JA provides additional resources to address
traffic safety, including: $6 billion for the Safe
Streets and Roads for All program; $17 billion
for the Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP); $4 billion for improved crash data and
vehicle, behavior, and truck safety programs;
$300 million for rural road safety; and $120
million for tribal road safety.

FMI: To learn nore visit tripnet.org.

@
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Power to the people?

Proposed voter referendum on public owned electric
utility topic of Aroostook County meeting

HAT WOULD happen if Maine voters pass a ballot question
to create a state government authority to take over and
operate Central Maine Power and Versant Power?
That was the question on the table at the MBTA 2022
Aroostook County Meeting at the Northeastland Hotel
in Presque Isle on August 4, and according to Jim Cohen, the answer
is worrisome. Cohen, a lawyer specializing in energy law, was the guest
speaker at the meeting where he spoke on behalf of the Maine Affordable
Energy Coalition.
MBTA President
Tony Grande
welcomed more than
50 MBTA members
and their guests and
introduced special
guests, including
Trisha House from
U.S. Senator Susan
Collins’ office and
new member Albert
Withee of Withee
Materials Testing.

He also thanked the Grande (right) served as emcee for the evening meeting.

Jim Cohen (left) spoke about a citizen’s initiative to establish a public-owned electric utility. MBTA President Tony

meeting sponsors: Innovator sponsors Northeast Paving, Sargent, Team
EJP, and VHB; and Pathfinder sponsor The Rowley Agency.

Grande gave a quick summary of the discussion at the MBTA Board
of Directors meeting held earlier that day.

Grande then introduced Cohen, who is a partner with the law firm
Verrill Dana LLP and is a former mayor of Portland and former chair of
the city’s Transportation Committee, as well as the current board chair
of the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority.

Cohen, for his
part, introduced the
work of the Maine
Affordable Energy
Coalition, a group
that is advocating
against a proposed
citizens’ referendum
that may appear
on the statewide
ballot in 2023. The
proposed referendum
calls for creation of a
Maine government
authority to take over

Top left: Glenn Adams and Carl Soderberg. Top right: Will Dacey, Christy Chamberland, Philip Sirois, Drew Blier, and Ryan Pelletier. Bottom left: Cody Jean, Albert Withee, Bruce
Rideout, and Steve Wolf. Bottom right: Jan Murchison and Lynn Frazier. Jan was the winner of the 50-50 Raffle and donated her winnings to the MBTA Scholarship Fund.

Many thanks, Jan!
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Erik Wiberg and Stephen Jones (left). Tony Grande and Jasmine Strout (right).
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Chris Putnam and Chip Sheldon (left). Jim Braley, Cody Jean, Glenn Adams, Tim Folster, Tim LePage, and Eric Ritchie (right).

Tim Ring, Eleanora Ring, Paige Lane, and Rodney Lane (left). Paul Bradbury, Alan Gould, and Tony Grande (right).

and operate Central Maine Power and Versant
Power, the two major electric energy suppliers
in Maine.

The coalition to date has gained support
from some political heavy hitters, including
the Maine State Chamber of Commerce, the
Sportsman Alliance of Maine, and the Maine
AFL-CIO.

Cohen presented the coalition’s major
talking points: that similar efforts in other
states and municipalities have proven
expensive for taxpayers and, in some cases, led
to mismanagement during times of crisis. One
case is that of the Long Island Power Authority,
a publicly owned power supplier that was first
established in 1998. In the intervening years,
there have been several legal battles over
pension funding and other issues. The original
purchase price was $6.7 billion, but customers

Stephen Jones, John Thebarge, Erik Wiberg, Chris Pyne, and Adam Theriault (left). Chase Dunn and Rudy Bretzke (right).

are currently on the hook for $9 billion in debt
and their electric bills remain well above the
national average.

Cohen said Nebraska provided another
cautionary tale. The state established a network
of government-owned and managed power
districts more than 100 years ago. The state’s
electrical grid is ranked 49% for modernization
and has been slow to adopt efficiencies and
convert to renewable energy sources.

Another case highlighted was Boulder,
Colorado, where voters approved a tax to
fund the takeover of the local power company
in 2011 because they were frustrated with the
company’s lack of work to convert to renewable
energy. In 2020, residents voted to abandon
that effort after taxpayers had spent $29
million in legal fees pursuing a public utility.

Cohen noted that the estimated cost to

purchase Maine’s two power companies would
be $13.5 billion, a cost that many believe would
only increase the cost per kilowatt of power
for Maine power users. Originally, organizers
had hoped to collect enough signatures to have
the issue on the 2022 ballot, and the effort has
been extended with hopes of gathering the
required 63,000 signatures in time to qualify
for the 2023 statewide ballot.

Jan Murchison was the lucky winner of the
50-50 Raffle, and she generously gave her
winnings of $186 to the Scholarship Fund.
Thank you Jan!

FMI: Visit MaineAffordableEnergy.org. To learn more
about upcoming MBTA events and get involved with
the organization, visit www.MBTAonline.org, and Maine
Better Transportation Association on Facebook and
Instagram.
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MBTA

welcomes
these new
members

CORPORATE MEMBERS

City of Brewer

221 Greenpoint Road, Brewer, ME 04412
Phone: 207-989-8430

Email: jcaron@brewermaine.gov

Contact: Jeremy Caron

Recruited by: Jim Wentworth

Municipality.

Kenway Composites

681 Riverside Drive, Augusta, ME 04330
Phone: 207-622-6229

Email: pdumoulin@kenway.com

Contact: Paul Dumoulin

Recruited by: Jim Wentworth

Kenway Composites specializes in custom
composite manufacturing and field service.

MEMIC

PO Box 11049, Portland, ME 04104-7049
Phone: 207-791-3300

Email: cduranceau@memic.com

Contact: Catherine Duranceau

Recruited by: Chris Abboud

The mission of The MEMIC Group is to make
workers’ comp work better with compassion,
trusted partnerships, and relentless commitment
to workforce safety.

Versant Power

PO Box 932, Bangor, ME 04402-0932

Phone: 207-973-2731

Email: gil.paquette@versantpower.com

Contact: Gil Paquette

Recruited by: Jim Bryce

Versant Power is committed to delivering safe,
reliable electric service to residential, commercial
and industrial customers in eastern and northern
Maine.

STUDENT MEMBER:
Dagny Morin

Thank
you for
renewing!

The MBTA would like to recognize the
following corporate members for their
ongoing support.

Acadia Insurance

Acrow Bridge

Aquaphalt - Roadstone Productions
Ted Berry Company, Inc. - Vortex Services
Black Bear Crane, LLC

Brenntag Lubricants

CMA Engineers, Inc.

WSP Golder (Golder Associates USA, Inc.)
Jacobs

Keville Enterprises, Inc.

Lafayette Hotels

Maine Professional Drivers Association
Maine Tourism Association

Michie Corporation

Nicom Coatings Corp.

0ld Town Public Works

A.E. Robinson 0Oil Company

Salmon Falls Nursery

Town of Skowhegan

Strescon Limited

Summit Geoengineering Services, Inc.
Transportation Infrastructure Durability

Center (TIDC)
Whited Peterbilt of Maine
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Low Gross team (left): Alan Cobbh, Peter Merfeld, Gary Levesque, and Andy LaBrecque. Low Net team (right): Josh White, Matt Greenleaf, Scott Cote, and John Gendron.

oing for

MBTA Golf Classic raises
$30,000 for Infrastructure

.th e g r e e n Development Fund

HE 2022 MBTA Infrastructure
Golf Classic on July 14 began with
a cool breeze and ended with a
bang. One hundred and fifty MBTA
members and friends gathered at
the Waterville Country Club in Oakland for
the sold-out event that raises funds for the
MBTA Infrastructure Development Fund. The
event is also a welcome time-out in the busy
construction season, where members can relax,
enjoy a round of golf and socialize on the green.
This year, as always, the competition was
congenial and lively, according to MBTA
Golf Committee Chair Joe B. Rollins of
Dirigo Materials. “This tournament sells out
continually, and that is a testament to this
organization and its members,” said Rollins.
“Everyone believes in the mission of the
tournament - to raise money to support our
message about the importance of Maine’s
transportation network to our communities
and economy.”

Rollins noted that many players look forward
to the event as a kind of “circuit breaker”
during the busy construction season. “It’s a
great chance to get out of the office and off the
job site for a day and catch up with friends and
colleagues in the industry,” said Rollins.

Winners were announced at an afternoon
reception that followed play at the conference
hall. Before the winners were announced, Golf
Committee Chair Rollins made sure to thank
all of the members that made the tournament
possible and a success including: Grand spon-
sors Bitumar USA Inc., Chadwick-BaRoss,
Inc., Gendron & Gendron, HNTB Corpora-
tion, Ranger Construction Corp., T. Y. Lin
International, Whited Equipment, and Wyman
& Simpson, Inc.; 19th Hole sponsor Varney
Agency; and Clubhouse sponsors All States
Construction, Inc. and Sargent.

Then came recognition for the winners of
the day. A team led by Ware Butler’s Alan Cobb
and included Andy LeBrecque of the Wilson

Lake Country Club, Peter Merfeld of the Maine
Turnpike Authority and Gary Levesque of New
York Life took Top Gross honors with a score
of 54.. Second Gross winners, with a score of 57
were the team from Kleinfelder: Matt Steele;
Kyle Plossay, Ian Gervais and Tyler Camick.

The Top Net contest was the most
competitive battle on the greens, with the team
from Gendron & Gendron - Josh White, John
Gendron, Scott Cote, and Matt Greenleaf —
taking the win with a score of 53. Just one point
behind them, the team from Wyman & Simpson
took Second Net with a score of 54. Playing for
Wyman & Simpson were Josh Marceau, Brian
MacFawn, Derek Wing and Jake Kilbreth.

Rounding out the team winners was the
foursome from Ranger Construction: Jon
Sanborn, Danyl Sanborn, Les Marcue and Jason
Millett. Their foursome took Top Mixed honors
with a score of 56.

In the individual prize categories, Erin Tome
of GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. won Straightest

Second Low Net team (left): Josh Marceau, Jake Kilbreth, Brian MacFawn, and Derek Wing. Second Low Gross team (right): Matt Steele, Tyler Camick, Kyle Plossay, and lan

Gervais.
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Erin Tome (left) and Steve Coward (middle) won Straightest Drive. Paul Koziell (right) was Closest-to-the-Pin winner.

The team from Ranger Construction (left) won Top Mixed: Les Marcue, Jason Millett, Jon Sanborn, and Danyl Sanborn. Les Marcue also won one of the Casino Hole

prizes. Playing for Bitumar: Daniel Martin; Brett Plossay; Orion Breen; and Bruce Rideout.

32 MAINE TRAILS - AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022

Many thanks to our Golf Classic volunteers (left):
Rep. Tom Martin, Casey VanDenBossche, Greg
Dore, Shannon Walton, Bruce Hubbard, and Pam
Rogers. Middle row: Melanie Whited and Jon
Whited, Joel and Michelle Cummings (left) played
for the Whited team; Heath Coward, Ernie Martin,
Daniel Myers, and Steve Bodge (right) played

for T.Y. Lin. Bottom row: Chris Black (left) won
the Putting Contest draw; Dave Rowell (center)
and Jason Burns (right) were consolation prize
winners.

Drive for Women; and Steve
Coward of the Varney Agency
was awarded Straightest Drive
for Men. Paul Koziell of CPM
Constructors and a former
MBTA president won the
Closest-to-the-Pin contest with
aball that landed just over three
feet from the 13th hole.

Nine players made it onto the
green for the Putting Contest.
Chris Black of Dragon Products
had his name drawn for the
prize; Jason Burns of Wright-
Pierce and Dave Rowell of Wyman & Simpson
took home consolation prizes.

Three winners were drawn for the Casino
Hole. Ken Knauer of Prock Marine, Les
Marcue of Ranger Construction and Chase
Nelson of Cianbro shared the pot, with each
taking home $240. Members had donated
raffle items that were also announced at the
reception. Irv Smith of BET Consulting was
the winner of a handsome Yeti cooler donated
by Dragon Products. Ranger Construction gave
two Carhartt jackets that found lucky winners in
Rod Lane of Eurovia Northeast and Josh White

MBTA VP Eric Ritchie (left) Joe B. Rollins (right), chair of the Golf Committee

of Gendron & Gendron.

In addition to the tournament raising
nearly $30,000 for the MBTA’s Infrastructure
Development Fund, members also had the
opportunity to donate to the MBTA Scholarship
Fund via the 50-50 Raffle - and they did
generously. Raffle winner Tim LePage of Sargent
took home $1,200 while an equal amount went
to supporting scholarships for Maine students
pursuing transportation-related studies.

Rollins also recognized the work of volunteers
and MBTA staffers who organized and helped

the fundraiser go off without
a hitch. Volunteers for the
day included former MBTA
president Greg Dore of the Old
Mill Pub; Bruce Hubbard who
also contributes considerable
time to the MBTA Educational
Foundation; former MBTA
president and state legislator
Representative Tom Martin
(R-Greene); Pam Rogers
of Cross Insurance; Casey
VanDenBossche of MaineDOT
and Shannon Walton of Clark Insurance.
Rollins was a big help as well, coming early and
helping set up before heading out for his day on
the links, in addition to his leadership role on
the planning committee. Thanks, Joe!

After MBTA VP Eric Ritchie and Rollins
announced the winners, the reception began just
as a swift moving thunderstorm rolled through
the region. Golfers, volunteers and MBTA staff
later dashed to their vehicles and headed home.
Many thanks to all of the members, golfers and
volunteers who made this sold-out event a great
success!

CHADWICK
BAROSS

TY-LININTERNATIONAL

VANINEY

26TH MBTA INFRASTRUCTURE GOLF CLASSIC

HITEY)

All States Construction, Inc. snnEE.-.T

All States Materials Group

NORTHEAST
PAVING

CORPORATION
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MBTA 26th Annual Infrastructure Golf Classic

GOLF AWARDS

LOW GROSS

Alan Cobb, Ware Butler

Andy LaBrecque, Wilson Lake Country Club
Peter Merfeld, Maine Turnpike Authority
Gary Levesque, New York Life

SECOND LOW GROSS
Matt Steele, Kleinfelder
Kyle Plossay, Kleinfelder
lan Gervais, Kleinfelder
Tyler Camick, Kleinfelder

LOW NET

Josh White, Gendron & Gendron
John Gendron, Gendron & Gendron
Matt Greenleaf, Clark Insurance
Scott Cote, Gendron & Gendron

SECOND LOW NET TEAM

Josh Marceau, Wyman & Simpson
Brian MacFawn, Wyman & Simpson
Derek Wing, Wyman & Simpson
Jake Kilbreth, Wyman & Simpson

TOP MIXED TEAM

Jon Sanborn, Ranger Construction Corp.
Danyl Sanborn, Ranger Construction Corp.
Les Marcue, Ranger Construction Corp.
Jason Millett, Ranger Construction Corp.

STRAIGHTEST DRIVE
Steve Coward, Varney Agency
Erin Tome, GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.

CLOSEST TO THE PIN
Paul Koziell, CPM Constructors — 3'7”

CASINO HOLE - HOLE 6

Ken Knauer, Prock Marine; Les Marcue,
Ranger Construction; and Chase Nelson,
Cianbro

50-50 RAFFLE
Tim LePage, Sargent - $1,200

PUTTING CONTEST

Chris Black, Dragon Products

Consolation prizes: Jason Burns, Wright-
Pierce and Dave Rowell, Wyman & Simpson

DOOR PRIZES

Carhartt jackets (donated by Ranger
Construction): Rod Lane of Eurovia
Northeast; Josh White of Gendron & Gendron
Yeti cooler (donated by Dragon Products):

Irv Smith, BET Consulting

2022 GOLF PLANNING COMMITTEE

CHAIR: Joe B. Rollins, Dirigo Materials
COMMITTEE: Parker Brown, Shaw

Brothers Construction; Tony Caruso, Bangor
International Airport; Greg Dore, Old Mill
Tavern; Zach Fortin, Cross Insurance; Tony
Grande, VHB; Larry Hutchins, Bitumar USA;
Trevor Kraus, Irving Oil Terminals, Inc.; Rep.
Tom Martin, Maine Legislature; Jack Reilly,
Richard Brothers Financial; Casey Tuttle,
Northeast Paving Company

2022 VOLUNTEERS

Greg Dore, Old Mill Pub

Bruce Hubbard; Hon. Tom Martin, Maine
Legislature; Pam Rogers, Cross Insurance;
Casey VanDenBossche, MaineDOT; Shannon
Walton, Clark Insurance

Providing quality concrete products to Roadbuilders since 1963

¢ Bridge beams
& deck slabs

o Wharf slabs
& concrete piling

e Concrete pipe
& manholes
¢ Box culverts

Strescon is a member of

¢ Retaining Walls

www.strescon.com ° e-mail: sales@strescon.com ° Precast Sales: 506-633-8877 ° Pipe Sales: 207-368-5536
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the 0SCO Construction Group

STRESCON LiviTED

Strescon

The Chadwick-BaRoss team: John McGlinn, Don Norris, Adam Lampron, and Todd Pierce. The HNTB team: Dale Mitchell; Ashley Stephens; Tim Cote; and Cory Helmick.

The Varney team: Kelly Mailhot; Mike Cormier; Steve Coward; and Andrew Peabody. The All States team: Jay Swihart; Kayla Knowles; Charlie Emerson; and Ron Simbari.

26TH MBTA INFRASTRUCTURE GOLF CLASSIC

American Concrete Industries, Inc. / Superior Concrete, LLC
AtWork Personnel
Auburn Concrete

Berkley Surety Group
Central Equipment Company
Contech Engineered Solutions, LLC

Bangor International Airport Dayton Sand & Gravel
Beauregard Equipment, Inc. Dirigo Slipform
Copiam Dragon Products Co. LLC
Cross Surety, Inc. Frankenmuth Surety
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. H. 0. Bouchard, Inc.

Haley & Aldrich Project Flagging, Inc.
Irving Qil R.W. Gillespie & Associates, Inc.
Kleinfelder S.W. Cole Engineering, Inc.
Milton CAT Shaw Brothers Construction, Inc.

Skillings Shaw & Associates
St. Germain
The Rowley Agency, Inc.
White Cap/AH Harris

Paccar Financial Corp.
R. J. Grondin & Sons, Inc.
St. Marys Cement
Team EJP
VHB
Wright-Pierce
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HADS

Advanced Drainage Systems
designs, manufactures and delivers
water management solutions for
communities and companies.

As an industry leader in sustainable business
practices, we're proud to be the second largest
plastic recycling company in North America.

For more information
on ADS please contact:

Thom Truman
thomas.truman@ads-pipe.com

Rich Tibbetts
richard.tibbetts@ads-pipe.com

© 2021 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. MH

Our reason is water.

HADS

adspipe.com

~—

KLEINFELDER

\_/—/ Bright People. Right Sojutions.

We are engineers, planners, construction managers, and inspectors
offering our transportation, water, energy, and government clients trusted
project delivery and innovative solutions to complex project challenges.

Expertise in:
Bridge and highway design
Civil, structural, and geotechnical engineering
Construction management, inspection, and documentation
MaineDOT Local Project Administration Program project delivery

Cultural resources management and environmental permitting
NBIS and underwater inspection

Matt Steele

Area Manager - Maine / New Hampshire
Cell: 207.522.7649

Direct: 207.626.4912

msteele@kleinfelder.com www.kleinfelder.com

Serving the trades of Northern New England since 1985 with equipment rentals

Containers Dffice Trailers

20-Ton Equipment Flatheds

Maine
TRAILER

800-24a44-5718
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mainatrailer.com

Remember
this address

C. A. Newcomb & Sons

Fence & Guardrail Company

PO Box 206, Carmel, ME 04419

207-848-2795 | newcombfence@yahoo.com
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MBTA offices have
moved to 150 Capitol
Street, Suite 5 in
Augusta

HE MAINE Better Transportation Association has moved to
modern, new offices on Capitol Street in Augusta. The move
was effective on August 1, 2022. MBTA last moved 66 years
ago — and the organization wasn’t even known as Maine Better
Transportation back then. It was the Maine Good Roads
Association (MGRA). Not surprisingly, MBTA Executive Director Maria
Fuentes and Office Manager Cindy VanDenBossche were tasked for much
of this spring with sorting through nearly seven decades of records, old
signage and transportation memorabilia in anticipation of the move.

According to minutes from the June 7, 1956 meeting of the MGRA
Board of Governors, the last move was prompted by the organization’s
growing stature and role in state affairs. It was a time of great optimism
and growth for the organization. That same month, the MGRA board
voted to accept 22 new members into the group, including Governor
Edmund S. Muskie. Later that month, President Dwight D. Eisenhower
would sign the Federal Highway Act establishing the nation’s interstate
highway system, an idea which the MGRA had supported since the
organization’s early days.

At that June 7 meeting, the board voted to hire one of its own as
MGRA:Ss first full-time executive director. John C. Burnham was an active
board member who had been a frequent contributor to the organization’s
publication, The Trail. It was agreed that Burnham would be paid a salary
of $100 per week: $88 per week to serve as executive director and $12
per week for his role as treasurer. As executive director, Burnham also
assumed editorship of The Trail (now known as Maine Trails).

At that same meeting, the board agreed to jointly lease an office with
the Maine Turnpike Authority in the Maine State Grange building at
146 State Street for $110 a month. MGRA and MTA took possession of
the space on July 1, 1956. The terms of the lease were “for a period of 10
years or for as long a period as is agreeable to the State Grange.”

The rest, of course, is transportation history.

1e:3207=865-0000

.

'?_ e 5

Building Maine and NF_;W_- England For Ovem25 Years
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| T2 No. 3 '

Enjoying flavors
and friendship
at Cushnoc Brewing

More than 30 of MBTA’s Young Professionals (and those young
at heart) got together Thursday, August 11 at Cushnoc Brewing
in Augusta for the third gathering in the 2022 Transportation
on Tap (T2) series.

The conversation was lively as MBTAers sampled Cushnoc’s
aromatic and flavorful brews from Luppolo (an Italian-
style pilsner) to Purple Rain (a lavender infused Belgian
tripel-style ale that is aged in old gin barrels). MBTA Young
Professionals Chair Patrick Brady welcomed the crowd and
got the networking started.

The T2 gatherings have become the place-to-be for
transportation professionals, according to Brady.

“These gatherings are so important,” said Brady. “They have
given this hard-working crew a chance to unwind and catch

T R A N s P 0 RT AT I 0 N 0 N T A P up with colleagues during what has been an extremely busy
construction season.” Brady was quick to note that there is still
one more meeting in the 2022 T2 series: October 20, from
5 to 7 p.m. at Maine Beer Company in Freeport, known for
innovative brews such as the much-heralded Peeper Pale Ale,
King Titus Porter, and Mean Old Tom Stout. L

“We hope to see a great turnout for T2’s 2022 season

finale,” said Brady.

5 ﬂ n E E . . 1 FMI: To learn more about Transportation on Tap, visit the Event
page at www.MBTAonline.org or watch MBTA's Instagram (@

mainebettertransportation) or Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
MaineBetterTransportation).
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A Maine family owned and operated business with six state-of-
the-art concrete plants, the largest and most experienced sales
and quality control staff in the state, a team of local dispatchers
and a fleet of 43 concrete mixers to service central, southern
and coastal regions.

AU w nN Plants in Auburn, Westbrook, West Bath, Augusta, Topsham

N E E Main office: Goldthwaite Road e P.0. Box 1747, Auburn, ME 04211-1747
I Phone: (207) 777-7100 Fax: (207) 777-7171

www.auburnconcrete.com - info@auburnconcrete.com

Vo N
IRVING
v

Reliable asphalt supply, close to home

As thelargest supplier of asphalt in New England, you can count on us for
the products you need, the quality you expect and the people you trust.

@ To learn more, call us at 1.866.865.8800 or email IOCCustomerSupport@irvingoil.com
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Minding the
bottom line

USI Insurance’s Construction Practice Group looks to
help its clients mitigate risks faced in a challenging

BCO n 0 my By Kathryn Buxton

HERE IS no doubt that Maine’s construction industry faces

major challenges. The past several months have run counter

to textbook interpretations of employment, and inflationary

trends. With a tight labor market, supply chain disruptions

and upward pressures on material and labor costs, as well as
increasing interest rates, market predictions have proven problematic
for construction firms
looking ahead to the end of
this construction season and
into the next.

Even with new federal
infrastructure spending
flowing into the state
for highways, bridges,
and other transportation
projects, it isn’t a time that
businesses can afford to sit
back and wait it out. So,
Chris Abboud, partner, vice
president and risk advisor
for property and casualty at
USI Insurance Services in
northern New England, has
been busy helping clients
understand and mitigate the
risks those trends represent.

“Absolutely, the job
market is the number one
issue for all of our clients,”
said Abboud. “Everyone
feels busy and there are just
not enough bodies to fill the
seats.”

‘TRICKLE DOWN’

In the context of insurance
coverage, that has had
what Abboud calls a
“trickle-down effect” with
ramifications across the
board for engineering and  Steve Vitorino

Danette Beck

construction firms in Maine and throughout the country - from payroll
and benefit costs to worker compensation claims and bond rates.

Abboud knows the local market well. He grew up in Maine and
earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of Southern Maine
School of Business, with a focus in risk management and insurance.
He worked for heavy hitters in the industry, including MEMIC and
The Rowley Agency before
joining USI in 2020.
Moreover, he points to USI’s
deep roots in the region. USI
acquired TD Bank’s United
States insurance business in
2012, home to the venerable
Maine-based insurance
broker, Morse, Payson &
Noyes, which dates back to
1910.

In the northern New
England market, USI
manages approximately
$122 million in property
and casualty premiums -
about 45 percent of that for
Maine-based clients. The
firm’s national construction
practice manages $1.6
billion in property and

Chris Abboud

casualty premiums for
about 8,000 construction
industry clients. The
company also offers clients
risk management consulting
and a full range of brokerage
services, including employee
benefits, personal risk and
retirement consulting.
Nationally, the firm has
more than 9,000 employees
at 200 locations.
The team that serves the
Lianna DellaTorre company’s northern New
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HD SUPPLY WATERWORKS
IS NOW

M

&MAIN |

OUR NAME

OUR COMMITMENT
YOU

Our commitment to providing you the
same dependable expertise we have for
many years remains the same.

Local Knowledge

Local Experience coreandmain.com

Local Service, Nationwide®

Call Peter A. Lyford

Peter A. Lyford, Inc. is family-owned, and we specialize
in erosion control, hydroseeding, and commercial
landscaping for the entire state of Maine.

53 Dave's Way, Hermon (207) 848-3335
54 Olde Canal Way, Gorham (207) 839-8668
info@peterlyfordinc.com | peterlyfordinc.com

Hydroseeding - TerraSeeding - Bark Mulching
- Filter Sock - Hay Mulching - Commercial Landscaping -
Wetland Restoration
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% Work Health <0

Occupational
Health

Individual attention.
Team success.

We see each person as an individual.
As your work force, they make a strong

team. To complete the picture, you can’t
afford missing pieces. Our occupational
health team helps you put everything
together. We work with you and consider
every individual to keep your team
operating smoothly.

Contact us for more information:
workhealthllc.org

1.844 WRKHLTH

(1.844.975.4584)

USI personnel from its New England offices last year donated more than 11,000 hours during the company’s annual USI Gives Back campaign. The Maine offices volunteered
at Spurwink. Front row (I-r): Linda Cantara, Cathy Robinson, Chris Abboud, Denise Rybeck, Meghan McDonald, Lorraine Aiello, Kim Gagne, and Josh Doolan. Back row (I-r):
Luke Goodine, Sandra Dalrymple, Todd Jacobson, Bailey Imbus, Melinda Voisine, Finlay Mclsaac, Dana Scribner, and lan Bopp.

England clients is an experienced one. Roger Dunning, president for
USTI’s northern New England operations, heads a staff of 89 working
from three offices in Maine and New Hampshire and has worked in
the industry since 2008 (Dunning is also a graduate of the University
of Southern Maine). USI’s construction customers in Maine regularly
work with a team that includes: Steve Vitorino, senior vice president
for surety, who has worked in the surety field since 2002; Lianna
DellaTorre, a partner and vice president for employee benefits based
in USI’s South Portland office, who has been with the company since
2016; and Abboud, as well as risks specialists who are called upon from
USTI’s national network as needed.

‘BUYING UP’

DellaTorre notes that she has been collaborating with clients to identify
opportunities to use employee benefits as a hiring tool to attract and
retain good workers. With increasing healthcare costs, employers
need to get creative. Voluntary benefits are a growing trend, because
employees can pick and choose which benefits suit their personal
situation. This can range anywhere from additional long-term disability
insurance or life insurance to pet insurance.

She said USI regularly surveys its customers to determine key issues
and help develop strategies to keep the company’s offerings proactive
and relevant. Recent surveys have shown 77 percent of construction
clients are not currently requiring Covid vaccinations, but there is an

increased demand for “employee education around benefits . . . and
an uptick in employee assistance programs to address mental health.”

Hiring and retaining employees is certainly not the only risk factor
Abboud and his clients see on the horizon. Working to mitigate the
range of risks is at the heart of the work USI Insurance does for its
clients. To help in that task, Abboud and DellaTorre often call on the
expertise of fellow USI insurance professionals for what the company
calls “team-based strategy planning.”

TEAM APPROACH

One of those pros is National Construction Practice Leader Danette
Beck, based at UST’s national headquarters in Valhalla, New York. Beck,
who joined USI in 2018 after nearly two decades in the business, sat
in with Abboud on a conference call with Maine Trails to talk about
national and regional trends in the industry.

Like Abboud, Beck said the skilled labor shortage is a major concern
for UST’s customers, particularly turnover in the business, where many
companies are seeing seasoned construction professionals retiring and
being replaced by a less experienced workforce. While that changing of
the guard is necessary to keep the industry growing and vital, it does
present risks, noted Beck.

“It brings along with it corresponding challenges regarding quality
and safety,” said Beck. She cited studies that show more than one-third
of workplace injuries occur during a worker’s first year on the job.

Providing Maine Municipalities with:

® Road and Intersection Design

¢ Site Planning and Development

e Traffic Impact Studies/Reviews

e Bridge Design

e Planning Board Peer Review

¢ Road Assessments/Inventory

* Right-of-Way Services

* Aviation Services

. Transportation/ Land Use Planning

Serving Maine since 1945

HNTB Corporation
The HNTB Companies
Engineers Architects Planners

82 Running Hill Road, Ste. 201
South Portland ME 04106

Tel: (207) 774 - 5155
Fax: (207) 228 - 0909
www.hntb.com

«INTB
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To that end, USI works with clients to find ways to ameliorate safety
concerns through easy-to-access training as they work to source labor
for work in the pipeline.

‘PARTNERING’

Beck notes that her team is keeping an eye on other issues that are
affecting the construction industry: supply chain delays and upward
pressures on material costs; “nuclear judgements” for casualty claims
that have seen exorbitant awards made when claims are taken to trial;
the shift to design-build contracts and the added liability that comes
with that; and newer concerns, such as cyber security and the need to
meet DEI (diversity equity and inclusion) requirements on contracts.

USI’s professionals work with clients to take all of these factors
into account and identify the client’s risk profile and provide targeted,
cost-effective solutions. That may include a variety of insurance tools:
contract review and policy compliance; loss forecasting; project specific
liability programs; equipment floaters; surety bonds; subcontractor risk
management; and heavy equipment insurance programs.

Abboud notes that the broad range of services and programs USI
offers enables the company to take a “client-centric” approach to risk
management. “We partner with our clients, and take the time to make
sure we understand the issues they face,” said Abboud.

COMMUNITY FOCUS

All 200 of the company’s offices work to maintain strong ties to the
industries and communities where they do business. In Maine, UST’s
professionals are active in their communities, including memberships

in Maine Better Transportation Association (MBTA), ABC, AGC Maine
and the Maine Real Estate and Development Association.

Abboud sits on the MBTA Board of Directors and has been an
enthusiastic member of the Membership Committee, helping to recruit
new members to the organization. Abboud, with USI Northern New
England President Roger Dunning, coordinated the donation of a
terrific MBTA Fall Auction item: a signed jersey from Celtics power
forward Al Horford, a five-time NBA All-Star. (The Celtics are, of
course, a USI client.)

This summer, UST’s New England personnel participated in the
ninth annual USI Gives Back campaign and over recent years have
donated hundreds of hours of their time to Spurwink, the Animal
Refuge League, local police departments and other organizations. In
2021, USI staff nationwide donated more than 11,000 hours during
its USI Gives Back campaign.

That enthusiasm for the work they do and the communities they
live in and that “all-hands-on-deck” spirit, said Abboud, makes USI a
great place to work. The company has been cited as a Top Insurance
Employer by Insurance Business America for four consecutive years
(2018-2021), and was named to Business Insurance’s list of Best Places
to Work in Insurance (2020 and 2021). The company also was awarded
Insurance Brokerage & Consulting Firm of the Year by Corporate
LiveWire and has received multiple awards for industry innovation,
corporate social responsibility, and employee communication
initiatives by Property Casualty 360, the Insurance Marketing and
Communications Association, and Ragan’s PR Daily.

FMII: To learn more, visit www.USI.com.

JaBrecque Const. Inc.,

General Contractor
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Junior Achievement
to honor Jon and Dan Shaw

UST OVER 100 Maine business people

have been inducted into the Junior

Achievement’s Hall of Fame since

1990. Jon and Dan Shaw, founders

of Shaw Brothers Construction, will
join that elite group at a ceremony on October
24 in Portland.

Junior Achievement’s Maine Business Hall
is recognizing the entrepreneurial brothers
for their lasting impact on both the Maine
economy and the state’s evolving community.

Junior Achievement of Maine honors
Hall of Fame laureates for their leadership
and success in business and community
involvement. The event serves as a celebration
of their careers and contributions, while also
an important fundraiser showcasing the
impact of Junior Achievement programming
on the lives of young people in Maine.

The Shaws are just the type of business
owners that would be inspiring to young
Mainers. They started their company as young
entrepreneurs in 1977 when both were barely
out of high school. They worked hard, building
their company from just two employees to
one of the largest construction firms in the
state. They also have been generous, giving
back to their community, most recently
by establishing the Shaw Brothers Family
Foundation. The foundation in recent years
has awarded a $1 million grant to Maine

Jon and Dan Shaw at the company they founded in 1977.

Medical Center in honor of their mother Sally,
and with the gift of Shaw Cherry Hill Farm, a
recreational center with trails, a historic barn
and more, to the town of Gorham.

“We are pleased to honor these influential
Maine business leaders this fall,” said Junior
Achievement of Maine President and CEO
Michelle Anderson. “The electric atmosphere
at our Hall of Fame event always sparks an
engaging discussion around building our
future workforce and how community leaders,
like our honorees, are helping lead us to a
stronger, more vibrant future.”

Junior Achievement will have two other
honorees at the October event: Dajuan
Eubanks, president of the Maine Celtics;
and the Beaulieu family - third and fourth
generation owners of Springer’s Jewelers.

MEMBER NEWS

Local third grade and high school
students will attend the event to share
their involvement and experience with
Junior Achievement and help business and
community leaders understand the lasting
impact of JA experiences and mentors on the
lives of young people. The event will take place
at the Holiday Inn by the Bay in Portland on
Oct. 24 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.

The MBTA board and membership
congratulate Jon and Dan for all they
have done to inspire a future generation
of transportation and construction
entrepreneurs!

FMI: To learn more, visit maine.ja.org/events/maine-
business-hall-of-fame.

11 MBTA members named
to ‘Best Companies’ list

HE MAINE State Council of the

Society for Human Resource

Management recently announced

the winners in the 17th annual “Best

Places to Work in Maine” program.

This year 11 MBTA members were among

the 100 companies that met the criteria of a
“Best Place to Work in Maine.”

Six MBTA members - Bangor Savings

Bank, Cianbro, Hammond Lumber,

Machias Savings Bank, TD Bank NA, and

Thornton Tomasetti - were named “Best
Companies” in the large employer category.
Bernstein Shur and Haley Ward, Inc. were
listed in the medium employer category;
and Gorrill Palmer Consulting Engineers,
James W. Sewall Co., and Lebel & Harriman
Retirement Advisors were among the small
employers cited.

The employer recognition program was
launched in Maine in 2006 and recognizes
companies that have established and

consistently fostered outstanding workplace
environments. Participating companies
receive an Employee Feedback Report
to help them identify strengths and find
opportunities to continue building a better
workplace. The program is part of a long-
term initiative to encourage growth and
excellence in companies throughout the
state.

FMI: To learn more, visit bestplacestoworkinme.com.
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Bogart named NNEPRA
deputy director

HE NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND

PassENGER Rail Authority

(NNEPRA) has named Natalie

Bogart deputy director. Bogart

has worked at the agency since
2006 as marketing director for the
Amtrak Downeaster.

During her tenure as marketing
director, annual ridership on the
Downeaster has grown by nearly 87
percent from fiscal year 2006 to fiscal
year 2019. She has overseen marketing
and promotions for the passenger rail
service through many changes, including
major repairs to the rail line, extension
of the service to Freeport and Brunswick,

and expansion of the schedule that now
includes five daily round trips between
Brunswick and Boston.

Bogart is a graduate of Yarmouth
High School and holds a bachelor of
science degree in communications from
Endicott College. She has served on the
board of directors of FreeportUSA and
volunteered at the Long Creek Youth
Development Center.

NNEPRA provides the leadership,
support and oversight for the daily
operations of the Amtrak Downeaster.

FMI: For more information, visit www.nnepra.com.

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Sales, Service
Construction Tools

ML ENNEBEC ™

Hydroseeding

Snow removal

Vegetation control

Erosion control

Redi Rock wall installation
Tree and shrub installation

Hermon 207-848-3335  Gorham 207-839-4411
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RENTAL
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www.kennebecrental.com
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Jonathan Cross to

lead Cross

Insurance

He is succeeding Royce Cross and is

the third generation

to lead the

family-owned agency

ONATHAN CROSS HAS BEEN named

to succeed his father, Royce Cross,

as CEO of Cross Insurance, one of

the largest independent insurance

providers in the Northeast. Royce
Cross will continue to serve as company
chairman.

Headquartered in Bangor since its
founding in 1954, Jonathan is the third
generation of the Cross family to oversee the
company and has served as president since
2020. He told the Bangor Daily News that
he foresees the company growing, organically
and by acquisition, and both locally and into
new parts of the country. He said he sees an
opportunity for growth in a generation of
insurance agents who are aging out of the
industry.

“I am excited to lead Cross Insurance in its

next phase,” said Cross. “For six decades, my
grandfather guided this company from its start
with his legendary work ethic and inspiring
entrepreneurism. He had incredible vision for
business, community and an understanding
of the right thing to do. My father has closely
followed that example in his decades as chief
executive of the company. Under my father’s
leadership, we've created a family-driven
culture while establishing ourselves as one of
the largest insurance brokers in the country. I
am proud to have the opportunity to continue
in that tradition.”

Jonathan is the third generation to
oversee the company, founded in 1954 by
his grandfather Woodrow W. Cross. He first
started working for the family’s business part-
time when he was 16, helping with numerous
projects at the Bangor headquarters. He

MEMBER NEWS

Jonathan Cross

became a full-time licensed agent after
graduating from Husson University in 1998.
He worked for many years alongside his
grandfather, his father Royce, late uncle
Brent, and cousin Woodrow Cross II.

As an integral part of the Cross team,
Jonathan has played a role in the expansion
of Cross’s insurance services and capabilities,
which now span beyond the northeast with 50
offices and approximately 1,000 employees.

Said Royce: “Our agency is extremely
proud of our ongoing legacy and there is no
one better suited than Jonathan to carry us
forward as we continue towards our long-
term strategic goals.”

FMI: To learn more, visit www.crossagency.com.

Reach your best customers
in Maine Trails.
Call 207-622-0526
for rates and information.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL
14 Rochester St., P.O. Box 395, Westbrook, ME 04098
FAX 854-3636 TOLL FREE 1-800-327-5057

854-2463

:l
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Jeffrey A. Simpson Inc.
Demoiition & Wood Recyciing
Disposal Facility ¢ Container Service

On Site Grindiing And Removal
Bark Mulch and Erosion Mulch Products

281 JAGGER MILL ROAD
SANFORD, ME 04073

(207) 324-5412
FAX 324-8179

46 MAINE TRAILS = AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022

Ruesch elected
ABA’s Forum on

Construction Law’s
Governing Committee

ERRILL PARTNER Robert Ruesch was recently elected to the
American Bar Association’s (ABA) Forum on Construction

Law’s Governing Committee for a three-year term.
Ruesch has a long history with the ABA’s Forum on
Construction Law, beginning in 2014 when he became a
member of the Division 1 Steering Committee and then Chair of the

SPEC’s Distant Learning Subcommittee since 2016.

From April to September of 2020, Ruesch was a part of the
COVID-19 Leadership Roundtable Series, moderating and speaking

at webinars.

Ruesch focuses his practice on construction,

law, and counsels his
clients through all
aspects of the con-
struction process,
including contract
negotiation, procure-
ment, bid protests,
claims management
and avoidance, and
trials, arbitration,
and mediation.
Members of the
forum represent all
segments of the con-
struction industry:
owners, design pro-
fessionals, general

to

Robert Ruesch

contractors, construction managers, subcontractors, suppliers, insur-
ers and sureties. The forum’s mission is to serve the construction
industry through education and leadership while building the best
construction lawyers.

design, and surety

FMI: To learn more, visit www.americanbar.org/groups/construction_industry.

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022 - MAINE TRAILS 47




+CRoss

I NS URANTCE

YOUR TEAM, YOUR CHOICE

Whether your team is your family, your business,
or your employees, we believe in building winning
partnerships to protect your team for tomorrow.

PERSONAL INSURANCE « EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE « SURETY

WWW.Crossagency.com
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v Cross

SURETY

BUILDING WINNING
PARTNERSHIPS FOR A
LIFETIME.

We provide you with
the bonding you need
for a smoothroad
to success.

Learn more at
www.crosssurety.com

Cross Surety, Inc.
485 Main St
Lewiston, ME 04240
207-786-6750

Dale Doughty, MaineDOT Director of Planning

Village

Investments will move
The County forward

NE OF the lasting impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic
has been increased telework flexibility for workers.
High-speed broadband access allows many professionals
to work from anywhere, and people looking to leave big
cities are increasingly discovering the benefits of life in
Maine. Our state offers small villages, towns, and pastoral land-
scapes along with safety, affordability, and familiarity not found
in most urban areas. For many, trading the concrete jungle and
rush-hour traffic for acreage and rural roads is a no-brainer. Not
only has this phenomenon resulted in growth in our state’s popula-
tion centers, but it’s also increasing in-migration in one of Maine’s
most rural areas: Aroostook County.

This population shift is happening at a time when the Maine
Department of Transportation (MaineDOT) is standing up a pro-
gram to enhance the transportation components of the village
streetscapes that make our state special. MaineDOT’s Village
Partnership Initiative (VPI) helps local leaders reimagine their
downtowns and villages by leveraging new funding sources to make
those visions realities. For the first time in a generation, federal
grant programs will help Maine make smart, targeted investments
in the places where people live, walk, bike, skateboard, shop, and
do business. These efforts are geared toward solidifying the sense
of place and transportation safety while supporting economic
opportunities.

Fort Kent, Madawaska, Presque Isle, and Van Buren - all located
along U.S. Route 1 - are slated to start the planning phases of VPI
projects this fall. Here is some information about what is currently
taking shape.

FORT KENT

Fort Kent, which was established as a historic outpost during the
bloodless Aroostook War between Maine and Canada, now boasts
a vibrant downtown, a border crossing with New Brunswick, and
the four-season Outdoor Center. Fort Kent’s planning efforts incor-
porate improvements to existing pedestrian facilities and new con-
nections to transportation generators such as new growth areas and
senior living centers. The proposed scope will connect downtown
to a three-mile trail loop, the historic Fort Kent blockhouse, recre-
ational trails, and waterfront access to the Saint John River.

MADAWASKA

Madawaska, an Acadian border town in the Crown of Maine, is home
to a bustling paper industry, the Four Corners Park, and the Acadian

Cultural Festival of Maine. Nearly 85 percent of households speak
French as a first language. Planning efforts in Madawaska are build-
ing on previous municipal efforts aimed at strengthening the sense
of place and local character through culturally poignant pedestrian
parks. The proposed project scope will enhance the look, feel, and
character of the downtown, through continuity of materials while
incorporating the new International Bridge and U.S. Customs and
Border facility into the larger multimodal network.

PRESQUE ISLE

Presque Isle - “The Hub of Aroostook County” - is home to the
University of Maine at Presque Isle, Presque Isle International
Airport, and a variety of cultural and economic opportunities that
draw visitors from the region and beyond. The historic downtown
is the center of activity and shopping. Spanning nearly three
miles from the University of Maine Presque Isle campus to the
Aroostook Center Mall, the proposed project scope will create a
unified pedestrian system that not only addresses signal issues in
complex intersections but will also connect cultural and recreational
infrastructure to education and commerce.

VAN BUREN

Van Buren, situated on the St. John River, is home to Maine’s
northernmost seaplane landing site. The proposed project scope
here will connect the historic downtown to the waterfront by a
dedicated pedestrian path. The scope also addresses the look, feel,
and character of the historic downtown, while improving pedestrian
and bicycle safety and ameliorating accessibility challenges. The
municipality has begun investing heavily in bringing back the sense
of place and destination development.

Transformative success will come from strong partnerships
between municipal leaders and MaineDOT. Local officials
understand the histories, needs, and vision of their communities
best. MaineDOT offers access to planners, engineers, and project
managers — as well as critical knowledge regarding special federal
funding opportunities, including competitive grants contained
in the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). Together,
municipalities and MaineDOT can be a winning combination to
provide once-in-a-generation improvements to the iconic New
England villages that are a key piece of what makes Maine special.
VPI efforts in Sanford have already secured a $25-million federal
grant to help improve and invest in its downtown. MaineDOT looks
forward to more successful village partnerships ahead.
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS
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. Imagine it.
Delivered.

AECOM designs, builds, finances

and opes rates infrastructure assets

for governments, businesses and
organizations, As a fully integrated
firm, we connect knowledge and
experience across aur network of
experts to help clients solve their
mast complex challenges. Our work is
transformative, differentiated and vital,
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Bangor ¢ Lewiston ¢ Portland ¢ Waterville

Bridgestone Firestone Michelin Tires

General Contractor Call us

specializing in: (207) 782-7372

50 Alfred Plourde Parkway
Lewiston, ME 04240
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GENDRON & GENDRON

General Contractor Since 1972
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Cape Neddick, ME

COmPANY INC. (207) 361-1234

Services

-24/7 Emergency Maintenance & Repair - Electrical Services
- Traffic Signal Construction & Installation - Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons
- Roadway/Site Lighting - Radar Speed Signs

- Underground Utilities - Vehicle Detection Systems
- Utility Poles -School Zone Systems
- Conduit Installation - Fiber Optic Systems

- Trenching & Excavation - Temporary Traffic Signals
- Vacuum Excavation Services - Utility Locating

Providing DOT's & Municipalities with Exceptional Services Since 1985

Office: (207) 361-1234 Fax: (207) 361-2017
Web Site: www.electriclight.net E-Mail: info@electriclight.net
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When quality &
dependability matter,
depend on
Whited Truck Center!

4 locations to serve you!!

207 Perry Road, Bangor ME 04401 ~ 800-439-3673
2160 Hotel Road, Auburn, ME 04210 ~ 800-235-3613
17 Houlton Road, Presque Isle, ME 04769 ~ 800-764-4150
837 Portland Road, Saco, ME 04072 ~ 844-430-6810

We are Maine’s newest Full-Service Factory Authorized Hyundai dealer and also offer all makes used equipment
in our Auburn & Saco locations. We offer Sales, Lease & Rental, as well as Parts & Service support with on road
maintenance. We have over 30+ years of experience behind us and look forward to be able to offer our
customers equipment to fit all your construction needs. Call Ryan Kennard at 207-346-0279 or Eric Anderson at
207-881-3024 for your equipment inquiries.

www.whitedpeterbilt.com ~ www.whitedhyundai.com

Whited Equipment Co. is your newest full-service Factory Authorized Hyundai dealer in Maine. We offer Sales, Rental, Leasing,
as well as Parts & Service support. We offer many options to get you in the seat with great financing offers, inquire within the
dealership. We have over 30 years of construction equipment experience behind us and look forward to working with our
current customer’s and excited to find some new customers as we grow!

Our inventory is ever changing so be sure to check out our website for new Hyundai Equipment and all makes used. We also sell
Peterbilt trucks, tag trailers, lowbed trailers & belt trailers to complete your equipment needs.

2160 Hotel Road ~ Auburn, Maine 04210 ~ 800-235-3613
17 Houlton Road ~ Presque Isle, Maine 04769 ~ 800-764-4150
837 Portland Road (US Rte #1) Saco, Maine 04072 ~ 844-430-6810
Salesman : Ryan Kennard ~ 207-346-0279 Cell Phone

www.wWhitedhyundai.com
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WE'VE
MOVED

You can find Maine Better
Transportation Association at
our new office:

150 Capitol Street, Suite 5
Augusta ME 04330
207-622-0526
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Set Up for Success.

Through Cianbro’s Workforce Development Programs,
our craft professionals can grow in their trade and
become multi-skilled. From entry level to leadership
positions, our team members have the opportunity to
benefit from a company that invests in the learning and
development of its team.

Learn more at www.cianbro.com

PLASTIC PIPE FABRICATION

PRODUCTS YOU NEED,
EXPERT SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON.

FABRICATION | REHABILITATION | INSPECTION

From Catch Basins Our rehabilitation Safely verify an
to Manholes, what- products and installation has been
ever HDPE product services will be done correctly and
your job requires, sure to save your evaluate any issues
we can design and organization down with CCTV/ROV
manufacture it. time, cost and public camera inspections.
disruption.

Team PPF is a leader in water, wastewater and

stormwater structural rehabilitation services.

We’ve expanded our offerings to include: media ‘g
filtration remediation services, inspection ser- PLASTIC PIPE FABRICATION
vices, and GIS (geographic information system

installations). A DIVISION OF
For more information, check out our website or call E.J. PRESCOTT, INC.
us call today! '

WWW.TEAMPPF.COM | 207.582.4795

w| WIRTGEN GROUP

CLOSE TO OUR CUSTOMERS

ROAD AND MINERAL TECHNOLOGIES. With leading technologies from the WIRTGEN GROUP, you can
handle all jobs in the road construction cycle optimally and economically: processing, mixing, paving,
compacting and then rehabilitation. Put your trust in the WIRTGEN GROUP team with the strong product
brands WIRTGEN, VOGELE, HAMM, KLEEMANN.

WIRTGEN AMERICA, INC., 6030 Dana Way, Antioch, TN 37013
Phone: (615) 501-0600 - E-Mail: info.america@wirtgen-group.com www.wirtgen-group.com

WIRTGEN VOGELE KLEEMANN

CENTRAL EQUIPMENT COMPANY

www.centralequipmentco.com
45 Dempsey-Greaves Lane, Stillwater, Maine 04489
207-827-6193



In November 2012, a crowd turned out in Freeport for the launch of the Downeaster’s expanded passenger rail service.

2 decades on track

N DECEMBER 14, 2001, the Downeaster pulled out of Bos-

ton to the rousing cheers and applause of more than 400

invited passengers. As the train approached the stations

along the route — Haverhill, Exeter, Durham, Dover, Wells,

Saco, Old Orchard Beach, and Portland - there was the

pealing of church bells and sound of live music on platforms. On

December 15, 2001, at 6:05 a.m., the first scheduled passenger train

for the general public pulled out of Portland’s new Transportation
Center headed for Boston.

In the almost 21 years since, the Northern New England Passenger

Rail Authority (NNEPRA), the governmental agency that oversees

the rail service’s operations, has overseen major changes, including

the ongoing upgrades of the tracks, sidings and crossings, new pas-
senger platforms, a layover and maintenance facility in Brunswick,
and expanded passenger service to Freeport and Brunswick begin-
ning 10 years ago on November 1, 2012.

Today, the Amtrak Downeaster makes five round-trips daily
between Brunswick and North Station in Boston and serves 12 com-
munities in three states along a 143-mile corridor.

Currently, the state is in negotiations with the Finger Lakes Rail-
way, which assumed freight operations on the Rockland line at the
beginning of August, to launch a two-year pilot of connecting passen-
ger service to the midcoast. As of yet, there is no timeline established
for the start of the pilot service.

NNEPRA



